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lying-in homes in which State children
are placed wvill be open for inspection
in the Same way as the institutions kept
by foster parents. These provisions, it
is hoped, wvill largely tend to stamip out
baby farming, which has unfortunately
existed in the p~ast in this State, though
not perhaps to the same extent as in
other States. Part IX. deals with pro-
cedure, penalties, andf general provisions.
These are the main features of the Bill,
which makes ample provisionl for the
neglected child from the time of its birth
until it is able to do for itself. No child
need be without a home, whether it be
sent to a foster mother or to anl institu-
tional hiomec. It is not to my mind so
inuch a question of whether the Govern-
ment should adopt the boarding-out sys-

temt ort send the children to anl institui-
tional home, or go in for both systems.
The more important question is as to
what degree the State should accept the
whole responsibility for these children.
Personally I cannot agree with much that
has been said recently, that the State
should accept without question every
foundling brought to it. I think it is
iright onl the part of the Government to
provide a home for every destitute or
neglected child; but it appears to me
just as much the duty of the Govern-
meat to see that parents do not escape
their responsibilities, both financial and
social, for it is the duty of the parents
to see that the child has a proiper home.
Ample provision, as I have said, is made
for every- child to receiv-e a home; but onl
the other hand it is also provided that
the parent or- guardian shall not escape
responsibility. I think I have touched
on the principal provisions of the Bill,
and if farther explanation be necessary,
I will readily afford it when the Bill is
in Conmsittee. I commend the Bill to
the House and have pleasure in moving-

That the Bill be now, read a second
time.

Hon. W. KINOSMILL, in moving the
adjournmnent of the debate, requested
that copies of the Bill now before mem-
bers he. replaced by others containing
muarginal references.

The Minister promised to bring the
request under the notice of the Crown
Law Department.

Motion passed, tile debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT,
The House adjourned at 5.39 o'clock,

until the ntext Tuesday.

legislative EeeenibIfe,
Wednesday, 23rd October, 1.907.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
o'clock p.m.

Prayers.

QU'ESTIONS - STORAGE OF
WHEAT, ABATTOIRS AT
NORTH FREMANTLE.

Mr. BOLTON asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, What arrangements are
being made for the export of wheat this
year? 2, Is it the intention of the Gov-
enrnent to advance on the wheat to the
farmers and store such wheat until
shipped? 3, If so, where will the wheat
be stored? 4, Is it the intention of the
Government to prdceed wvith the abattoirs,
freezing chambers, and grading sheds at
North Frenmantle? 5, If so, is the matter
no0w receiving conssideration ? 6, Has the
site been definitelv fixed?

The HONORAY MINISTER (Mr.
Mitchell) replied: 1, Shed accommodation
has been arranged for at Fremantle and
Albany, and the necessary accommioda-
tion will be arranged for at Bunibury and
Geraldton. 2, Yes. 3, Fremantle, Al-
banty, Geraldton, and Bunbury. 4, The
matter is now receiving attention. 5,
Yes. 6, No.
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QUESTION-SINKING FUND IN-
VESTMIENT.

Mr. STONE asked the Treasurer: 1,
What amount of money is paid by this
State on account of the sinking fuind on
loanis borrowed onl behalf of this State?
2, Has [lie Government considered [lie
advisability' of buying up Western Aus-
tralian stocks with the lproceeds of [lie
sinking funds when the said stocks are
cheap? 3, W~hat is the accumulated sumi
fromt the said sinking fund to dlate? 4,
Is thle interest onl thle sinking fund in-
vested, and if so, at what rate of interest?

The TREASURER replied: 1, Last
year our Sinking Fund Contribution was
E232,336. 2, Yes. All Sinking Fund
contribuitions and Interest on investments
made in connection with the Loans raised
since Responsible Government was intro-
duced have been, with the exception of
£E4,172, invested in the purchase of our
own stocks. 3, The value of [lie securi-
ties held on [lie 30th June last by the
Trustees, was £2,685,197. 4, Yes. At
rates paid by our 3 per cent., 31/ per
cent., and 4 per cent, stocks, in which
our- investulienis tire made.

BILL- ELE CTORAL.

Second Reading
Resumned from the 17tb October.

The INISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Price): I desire to offer one or two
observations in connection with this Bill,
more especially becauise I was a member
of the select committee appointed during
the first session of this Parliament to in-
quire into [lie compilation of the rolls.
The other inembers of that committee
were the niember for IKanoxvna (Mr.
Watlker), wvho was cinirimian, the members
for Ivanhoe (11r. Scaddan), and Perth
(Mr. H. Brown), and the then member
for Leonora (Mr. Lynch). During the
investigations of that commnittee, it be-
came perfectly apparent that the mieth-
ods provided in the old Electoral Act for
the compilation of rolls were quite in-
adequate, and led to a miost undesirable
state of affairs. May I be allowed to

read some of the recommendations of that
committee. One was as follows:-

"Thle officers of the Electoral fle-
partment examined by the committee
aire united in their conldemnation of the
provisions contained iii the Electoral
Act of 1904, as affecting the compila-
tion of the rolls."

Then again the commnittee came to this
Conclusion:

"Your committee report that, in its
opinion, the Revision Court is a totally
inadequate means of keeping the rolls
as a reliable registration of voters."

Ii, farther reconu te nding fresh legisla-
tion to mleet existing difliculties, the coin-
11iltee ventured a suggestion that the
issue of electors' ?ihts supplemented by-
a periodical electoral censuis should form
tlhe basis of a new law, especially pro-
viding: for the compilation of the moils.
I think the member for Kanowna will
hear mm o -twthen I say that 1, and I
fancyv the member for Perth, did not en-
dorse the proposal for electors' righ-lts. I
moved anl amendment that those words
he eliminated frow the report, but suib-
sequently withdrew it, onl thle aissuance
of the member for Kanowna that thie
actionI I had taken would be quite suffi-
cient to signify my dissent fromn that
nmethod of enrohment. I amn glad to see
this Bill introduced for three reasons.
1, because it will prevent an undue in-
flation of the rolls; 2, because it does
away with electoral revision courts as at
present constituted; andi 3, because it
will have a tendency to leave the selec-
tion of members of Parliament absolutely
to) their electors. I frankly admit that
I sit in this H-ouse as an individual
selected front other candidates by an or-
ganisation, and that before a candidate
wasn chosen upon, thiose ILesirous of sub-
initting themselves for election underwent
a preliminary selection. I was the select-
ed individual for thle Fremantle seat. I
think other members occupy a similar
position. We must all agree that it
would be distinctly better if to the elec-
tors as a body was left thle free and un-
fettered choice of a candida'te. There is
ain influence which an organisation call
bring to bear which is sometimes detri-
mental to getting- the exact choice of the

[ASSEMBLY] Electoral Bill.
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electors. Half-a-dozen muen get together,
-make a considerable fusas and noise, and
are instrumental in selecting one individ-
us!l to stand for a constituency.

11r. Heitmann: Mlen such as the
National League.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
method is not confined to one side or the
other; and I say right here that any stric-
tures I have to make on the compilation
of rolls oi7 the selection of candidates are
not directed at any particular organisa-
tion. I frankly recognise that we are
none of us free from blame in these mat-
ters, 'when elections are held at times of
excitement; and I think it is well, when
we have before its a Bill like this, that
'we should seriously and gravely consider
the measure, without any heat, and
should endeavour to secure a Bill which
will provide pure rolls for the elections,
in which a good many of us will here-
after take part. With reference to the
inflation of the rolls, I have in my hand
figures which show the state of affairs
under the old Electoral Act. They refer
to the district of F'remantle at the timie
of the 1904 general election; and I now
ulse them] as anl illustration of the state
-of affairs which existed more or less all
over the country. I find that in the Fre-
mantle electorate there were then 5.2-54
voters on the roll; on the East Fremantle
roll, 4,237; on the North Fremnantle .
3,270; on the South Fremantle, 5,966;
making a total number of names on the
four Friernantle rolls of 18,727. That, to
anyone who knew the district, is abso-
lutely preposterous; and that thme roll
'was unduly inflated is shown by the tact
that on the 30th September of this year
the numbers were: Fremantle, 2,069;-
East Fremantle, 2,792; North Frenmantle,
1,662; South Fremantle, 3,536;7 or a
total for the Fremiantle district of 10,059
As againist 18,727 three years ago.

Mr. Angivin: What was the cause of
the inaccuracy in the first place?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I ama
caminng to the cause. InI mly opinlion the
trouble in the past has been this: Elec-
tors onl the roll for a given district, say
Kalgoorlie or Perth, on movinz into a
nlew district in which they wished to vote,
instead of using transfers put inl alto-

gether newv claims. I have known many
cases of electors 'on three rolls in this
State. I remuenmber before the electoral
committee we had one witness who told
us that he put in some 780 claims for a
particular district; he put thent in as
new claimis; and hie was satisfied that at
least three-fourths of the claimants
should have applied for transfer.

21r. Bath: That is because they could
not find out whether or- not they were on
the roll.

Air. Ho ran: The Government would
not supply the necessary staff.

The MINISTER: No matter why it
was. The effet of new claims being made
instead of transfers being applied for
was that the rolls became unduly inflated.

Mr, Beath : That was owing to had ad-
ministration.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : It
may have been owing to bad administra-
tion: I do not care how it was. I sub-
mnit that it will be much harder, even wvith
bad administration, to bring about that
state of affairs under the provisionms of
this Bill; and for this reason.. We have
here practically a variation of the systeui
of electors' rights with which the memnber
for KCanowna (Mr. Walker), who was
chairman of that select committee, was
so enanired, and for which I admit
there is much to be said. Electors' rights
are provided for in the Bill; but instead
of being retained by the voter the right
is kept by the Electoral Department. I
take it the proposition non' is that when
a person 'wishes to have his nanme
placd on a roll- whether 'it is an
absolutely new claim, or whether it is
mnerey a transfer from aniother coristi-
tuency-he has to give his f till name and
address, an address that can be recognised
anjd identified, and has to give specimens
of his signature oin two cards, one of
which gves to tile local odhce and the other
to the central office at head quarters, and!
that in hoth offices these cards; ate filed
in alphabetical ord~r. C'onsequently, if
the elector changes, his constituency: and
pats in a nlew clagim, when the dupl )icate
card representing thle newv name is r-
ceived at the central office, it is imumedi-
ately found that the name is on the roll
for another district, and the requisite

819
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transfer is made at once without any diffi-
culty. If members will consider this pro-
posal impartially and without bias of any
sort, they must admit it will go a long
way to check these duplications which
have been so undesirable in the past. The
presence onl the rolls of a number of
names iiot entitled to be there has been
most disastrous to muany candidates, It
is in all our interests at parliamentary
elections that the rol[ shall be as pure as
possible. One canl quite imagine under
the existing Act that in a closely con-
tested election, especially if the roll has
been unduly inflated, a niumber of people
may v'ote wvho are not entitled to vote,
a number which may be quite sufficient
to upset the result of the election. Yet
it would be utterly impossible to tell for
which candidate they voted. But if their
voting could have been followed right
through, possibly it would have in no
way affected the result. I think that is
one of the best features of the Bill, the
provision for enrolment of electors; and
I do not think a reasonable juan canl take
any exception to it whatever.

Mr. Stuart: Do you wvant to know hlow
they voted?

The MINISTER
tainly not. Have I

FOR WORKS: OCr-
said anything to sug-

gest that I wanted to know how a man
voted 9

Mr. Underwood: You are anxious
about the aggregate at times.

The MINISTER: We are all anxious
about that. Take the case of the Gerald-
ton election, at which twenty or thirty
persons voted who were not entitled to
vote. [Mr. Underwood: Ninety-eight.]
Possibly. With a proper system of comn-
piling thle rolls those people would never
have been onl the Geraldton roll, and thus
a Iteavy expense would have been saved
to Mr. Carson, the late member, while
the p~resent member would not have been
put to such trouble to secure his just
rights.

Mr. THeitmnann: That was not the fault
of the existing Act. 'The error was rec-
tificdl tinder that Act.

The MINISTER : I think it "'as to a
large extent the fault of the existing Act;
because that Act lends itself to unduly
inflated rolls. To inflate the rolls wast

much easier under the Act than it wilt
be under this Bill. I know that some
exception has beet) taken onl the other
(Opposition) side to the length of timle
for which a person must reside in a con-
stituency before he is qualified to get on
the roll. The period is six weeks. When
wve compare that with the corresponding-
provision in the Acts of other States-
and legislation in those States is fairly
recent-our provision is by' no means
unreasonable. We are entitled to make
suire that a person is duly qualified. At
the samne time, we, should not take such
excessive precautions as would tend to
disfranchise anybody. I would point out
that according to the Bill, although it
takes six wveeks to get onl the roll, the
elector is entitled to vote for his or ]ei
old constituency for three mionths after
leaving it. So that if people should be-
cotte disfranchised in any way, it is en-
tirely their own fault; and I submit it
only needs to lie sufficiently advertised
to be, known, throughout the State thatI it
takes six weeks to mnake a transfer from
one constituency to another, and that
during the whole of that period the voter
has rights in his or her old electorate.

Mr. 1'. L. Brown: Does not the Bill
specify that a person must reside three
mnonths in the new electorate before ap-
plying for a transfer?

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Bill specifies that the person shall reside,
for a month in a constituency before
sending in a claim, and maust tile!) wait
a fortnight before being enrolled. Per-
sonally I do not care whether it takes a
week or. twvo mlonths for a namne to get
on the roll. Once a person is on1 the
roll in this State, there should be no diffi-
culty under the new measure in keep-
ing there; and personally I am sure the
Attorney General will consider any reas-
onable proposition which conies from the
other side, if it has a tendency to mnake
the measure more workable. Neither
party in this House would desire to niake
this a party mleasure, or to secure from
it any party advantage.

Mr. Uniderwcood: You are only wvast-
ing time. The Bill is no good.

The MINISTER: I venture to think
that the Bill is good, and that is how I
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regard it. All I wvant is a clean Act,
that will enable us to have fair elections.

Mr. Underwood: Were you not elected
fairly under the existing Act?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
will not drag into this discussion matters
in connection with which I may think
that I have suffered some personal hard-
ship from the other side. To do so
would not conduce to a cairn discussion
such as we ought to have on this partic-
ular measure. The personal element
should be kept absolutely out of the dis-
cussion. I have my ideas as to what
happened at various elections in which
I have taken part, and I have no0 doubt
the hon. member opposite has his own
ideas as to the way, in which lie was
treated at elections in which he has taken
p~art; but we shall not bring this matter
to a satisfactory issue by airing our griev-
ances in this House. Onl the whole, I
will venture to say that after the 1004
election, when I with others carefully
scrutinised the scrutineers' rolls of the
various Fremantle electorates, it seemed
to me there had been no improper be-
hlaviour by any patty. What happened
was rather due to the fact that the in-
dividual voted who was not entitled
to vote, amid voted without being urged
to do so by ally particular party. If in
sufficient numibers those disqualified per-
sons camne up to vote, they could cause
considerable inconvenience to the candi-
'date and possibly upset the result of the
,election. I make absolutely no charges
of impropriety against any ptolitical
p~arty that took part in any of those
elections. With reference to the revi-
sion cour-ts, we discovered onl investigation
by the select committee on the compila-
tion of the rolls that the courts were an
absolute farce. There cannot be the
slightest doubt about that. One reason
aphpeared to be that the names which it
was sought to remove front the rolls, or
the names which it was sought to add
to the rolls, were placed before the re-
vision court ill tremenidously flarge nunm-
bers. [Mr. Collier: By whom?] I tell
the bell. member that I do not propose
to go into such questions. I could say
a good deal about members of both poli-
tical parties in the district I represent,

and some of the things I might say would
not be altogether pleasant hearing for
the hon member. I am leaving those
matters carefully alone, and I hope that
when lie speaks he will follow my lead.
[Mr. Collier: No.] Dealing with the
revision courts, the present proposal,
which I think anl exceptionally good one,
is that at any time cases as they airise
shall be brought before the local magis-
trate. They will go before him in small
numbers; and it is much easier in case
of objections or anything of that sort
to scrutinis a small number7 and to scrut-
inise it properly than to deal with cases
brought before the court in hundreds, as
they have been in the past. I cordially
agree with the system of preferential
voting, and with the possible adaptation
of a variation of the Hare-Spence sys-
tem. Some time ago in South Australia
I had the advantage of hearing Miss
Spene lecture on her particular system.

Mr. Angwvin: Do you know any place
where the system has proved successfulq

The MINISTER FOR WORRS:
There ale few places where it has been
tried, I think only in Tasmania, and there
only in the cities of Hobart and Launces-
ton, so that it is almost too early yet to
say whether its success has been demnio-
strated. At all events, theoretically
there is not the slig-htest doubt that the
system is very near perfect. I admit
that it may in practice not turn out so
beneficial as the theory might lead us to
expect; but there is this to be said, that
if it proves efficacious in other parts-in
Tasmuania for instance-there is no
reason why we should not adopt the sys-
tem in this State later onl, if we have
electorates represented by more than one
member. While on that question I may
mention that I have heard the member
for Kanowvna (Mr. Walker) express the
opinion in this House that the system of
electorates returning several representa-
tives-two, three, four- or five--was in
favour of the party with money. But
we have in this State distinct evidence to
the contrary; for in the Commonwealth
Senate elections wye had six members elec-
ted by the State as a whole; and I have
310 doubt the hon. member will not think
I am making any refleetion on the party
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to which he belongs when I say that the
party which always declares it has in-
sufficient money with which to fight ekec-
tions has succeeded in electing nearly the
whole six representatives. Hence if we
take a practical Application of this prin-
ciple as a 'guide, we find so far as this
State is concerned that the particular
principle works out favourably to the
Labouir Party; and the mnere fact that
the Attorney General has foreshadowed
a possible decrease in the number of one-
mnemnber constituencies is an indication
that lic has viewed this question with An
absolutely open mind.

Mr. Anagwin: Can you tell us how the
system would operate when there are
mnore than two candidates, and two
mnembers are to he returned?

The -MINISTER: I do not know to
which systemn the lion, member refers, the
Hare-Spence system or the preferential
system proposed in the Bill.

M~r. Anywin: The proposal in the Bill.
Thle MIINISTER FOR WORKS: As

I understand it, the principle is that sup-
pose there are three candidates, none of
whom secures an absolute majority of
the votes cast; then the preference votes
cast for the lowest candidate are taken
anti added to the totals of the first and
second, the lowest candidate being struck
out. When that it is done, it is found
ultimately that the candidate generally
favouied by the electors comles out at the
head of tile poll. I have tested the prin-
ciple myself, and find the system works
out satisfactorily. I do not claim that
theoretically it is as perfect as the other
system; but it is difficult to get a system
which -will be at once simple and easily
understandable, and yet fairly accurate
in results. Thle mnere fact that the
system if introduced will do away with
what I regard as thle pernicious system
of selection of candidates by political
or Lmanisations before an election is in it-
self a recommendation, and for that
reason I support the proposal. I beg to
support thle second i-ending of the Bill,
and in doing so would express the hope
that members in considering it will put
forth every endeavour to make this a
workable measure, and not bring party
spirit too prominently into thle discussion.

Mr. GORDON: I move that the debate
he adjourned.

Objections from Opposition miembers.
Question put, and a division taken with

the following result:-
Ayes .. . .24

Noes .. . .15

Majority for.. .1 9
ArES. N oce.

Mr. Banett IMr. Angwia
Mr. Brebber pMr. Bath
Mr. Cowther Mr. Biolton
Mr. Davies Mr. T. L. Brown
Mr?. Draper jMr. Collier
Mtr. Ewing Mr. Morma
Mr. Eddy Mr. Hlorn
Mr. Gordon Mr. Hudson
Mr. Gregory Mr. Soaddanft
Mr. Hayward Mr. StuIA
Mr. Hicks Mr. Taylor
Xr. Keenan Xr. Underwood
Mr. Meaterty Mr. Walker
Mr. Male Mr. Ware
Mr. Mlitcliell Mr. Hfeitinaun (Teler).
Mr. Monger
Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. S. F. Moore
Mr. Price
Mr. Smith
Mr. Stone
Mr. Veryard1
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Laymnan lJ'ellcr). I
Motion thus passed, debate adjourned.

BILL-GOVERNMENT RAlIWAYS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading moved.
The -MINISTER FOR ]RAILWAYS

(Hon. H. Gregory) in mnoving the second
reading- said : It wilt be remembered
that last Year, when A, debate took place
here as to whether the railways should be
placed under the control of a Minister,
or a Commissioner, or three Comimis-
sioners, I gave the House an undertaking
that before any action was taken by thle
Government in regard to the reappoint-
ument of the then Commissioner or the
appointment of anoth~er Cotuissioner, this
question would be brought before Par-
liament, so that members aight be given
anlot her opportunity of discussing the
question of Ministerial versus Comimis-
sioner control of the railways. Our rail-
ways are much too lar~ge an asset of the
State to he treated lightly, when we take
into consideration the large amiount of
mioney, solme ten millions, sunk ini our
railways out of a total loan indebtedness
of seventeen and a half millions. When
we recognise that our railway system is
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our best asset, it is necessary I take it
that we should be careful indeed in the
passing of legislation which might in any
sense injure its value to the State. I may
mention that while this Bill contains
many new provisions, a few of them im-
portant, I intend dealing with only one
of the provisions at any length to-night,
that is for giving power to the Gov-
ernor-in-Council to fix the salary of the
Commissioner of Railways. That is the
clause on which I feel the greatest
amount of argument will arise ;and in
dealing with this clause I desire to refer
to the work done in the past. in order to
show members what the railways hafve
meant to us during the past decade. The
railways, after paying working expenses
and interest, have paid into the Treasury
£616,725 ; but the net profit during the
past ten years has been a sumi much
greater than that, being £E982,442. From
1902 to 1007 the railways paid into the
Treasury, after paying working ex-
penses and interest, no less than:£292,831.
I am of course aware that there are
among members those who believe it
would bea wiser to have political control
of our railways. To a certain extent we
have always political control ;but there
are thoIse who believe that the interests
of the State would be better served by
appointing a general manager, and plac-
ing the wvhole railway system tinder the
direct care and control of a Mlinister, in
opposition to what is known as the com-
missioner systeni. In the early days of
railways in Western Australia they wvere
under the control of a commissioner. In
1878 a commissioner was appointed, who
nubsequently became tile political head of
Lhe railways. A general manager was
then appointed, and that system pre-
vailed until 1902 ;and from the latter
late we have had commissioner control.
In considering this question of Ministerial
versus commissioner control, I would put
it to members whether it is fair to ask

M kinister to undertake the whole ad-
ninistrative control of the railwvays, see-
ing that you cannot give the samte
;tatutory power to a general manager
hat can he given to a commissioner.' By
udopting Mlinisterial control we are comn-
,elled to throw the whole of the respon-

sibility for the administration of the
Department on the Minister ; and I ask
is the Minister for the time being
ever selected because of special know-
ledge in regard to railway administra-
tion?7 During Mr. George's term of offie
as commissioner, five years, we have had
as Minister successively Mr. Kingstnill,
Mr. Rason, Mir. Holman, Mr. Johnson,
now myself ; I take it that in no one in-
stance was the Minister selected on ac-
count of any peculiar knowledge he had
of railway adniinistration. Each of
them, I take it, was at liberty to create
his own policy, or to follow the policy of
his predecessor. It is easy for a Minister
to fix his own line of policy in courne-
tioi with the administration of the rail-
ways, and he is not bound to follow the
policy of his predecessor. But wvhen it
comes to a question of railway adminis-
tration, and when, as I have pointed out,
we may have as many as five Ministers in
five years, then to place the entire re-
sponsibility for the wvorking of the rail-
wrays on the Minister is placing on his
shoulders a responsibility you have no
right to prut upon him ; and if the
Minister be given administrative power,
I am quite satisfied that chaos will follow.
That is if we had a strong 'Minister. If
we had a Minister who felt inclined to
adopt any recommendation which came
before hini and was controlled in a sense
by the General Manager, he would follow
thie policy which was carried out pre-
viously ; but if we had three or four
strong Ministers following one another I
am sure the Ministerial policy would be
a very bad one, more especially if the
Minister had had no training for work of
that sort. I think members will agree
with me when I say if we place the
control of the railways tinder a Minister
we are hound to have more political in-
fluence in connection with the working
of the department than if the railwvays
were controlled by a commissioner. There
is no doubt-I do not to want to reflect
on members here, but what I am going to
say has occurred in other countries-it
has always been found there are certain
persons who are desirous of getting re-
comniendations from members of Par-
liament. Members are harassed, they in
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turn often harass a Minister, and the
Minister harasses the general manager,
and the result wvill be a large amount of
political influence ini connection with the
wvorking of the railways. The Eastern
States, with the exception of Tasmania,
all have the commissioner system. It
was in 1883 when they first adopted the
system of commissioner control in Vic-toria. Mr. Gillies introduced the Bill
dealing with the proposal, and member
after member who followed welcomed
the proposition, saying it would relieve
the railways from the pressure of politi-
cal influence.

Mr. Horan : It is a disastrous coun-
try you are quoting.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There was a good deal of trouble some
three or four years afterwards, which I
think was due more to political influence
over the commissioner than anything
else. The fact remains, although there
have been many efforts to alter the system
they still have commissioner control in
Victoria. In dealing wvith New South
Wales it was in 1886 when they altered
their Act. I have a few -notes fromn
speeches made inl connection with the
discussion of the Bill in the New South
Wales Legislature ;and it was recog-
nised there that political influence entered
unduly into the management of railways.
One member wvho at present occupies a
high position in the Federal Parliament
said :

"So long as our railways are under
political influence, so long as bon. meni-
bers canl bring influence to bear upon
the Minister, and can hamper the
heads of departments, our lines will
not be managed to commercial advant-
age."1

Mr. Anywin : Who is that 9
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

Sir William Lyne.
Mr. Underwood :You do not always

take his advice.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I

thought members opposite would pay
some attention to wvhat he said. Here is
what another member said :

" I have always maintained, and I
got myself into hot water with the em-

ployees once onl this question, that thn
railway service is altogether overloadea
with employees, and that the only wa2
to cure the difficulty is to remove fron
political influence those who have t4
get rid of those unnecessary employees
and manage the railways on commier
cial principles."

Here is another quotation:-

"It only goes to show-if it is trw(
and I have no doubt it is true-th(
necessity for taking this large eon
cern out of his hands at as early
date as possible, and then the Govern
meat supporters, and others who fre
quent is offices, will not be able t(
induce him to cram the Railway De,
partnieut with employees and make ii
a political refuge for the destitute
for that is really what it is now."

I emphasise these remarks to shovi
what the feeling of members was in thai
Legislature in 1886, when they alterec
thle administration of the Newv Souti
Wales railways. I do not think ther
has been any time in Western Australhi
when anly public mian could make a sinlilai
statement to those which were made ir
the New South WVales Parliament, am
matters are not such as was stated t(
be the case in Victoria when they alterec
their control, because at no time, I think
has political influence been very rife here
If we alter the policy and go hack tc
Ministerial control, is it not reasonabli
to assume that there will be the prob.
ability of the danger of a similar still
of thilngs coming into existence here in
that which existed many years ago ir
Newv South Wales, and in Victoria. Ir
South Australia in 1887 they vested tliei,
railways in three commissioners ; the3
reduced the number in 1805 to one corn
missioner, and that is the state of thingE
that exists in South Australia to-day. It
Queensland in 1888 they appointed threE
commissioners, but subsequently they re.
duced thme number to two, and now thE
railways are coatrolled by one eonmnis
sioner. Tasmania is the only Australian
State where the railwvays are controlled
by a general manager. I think members
will see froma the administration of the
railways in all the Eastern States that it



Government Railways Bill: [28 OCTOBER, 190?.] Seodraig 31

was thought best for the railways to he
controlled by a coinmnissioner. There may
he some criticism of our administration.
I want to say it is impossible by comn-
parison with the other States to make
any fair comparison as to railway ad-
ministration. Some people believe in
making comparisons according to the
cost per train mile or according to the
percentage of cost to revenue ; hut con-
ditions differ in the various States. there
are the mileage and the population to con-
sider ; they may have a great mileage
and a scanty population. Then there is
thle nature of the trade. In Western
Australia we rarely ever get back-load-
ing. Then there are the wages which
require a lot of consideration, and the
hours of employment ; also fuel and
water supplies. Fuel here is a very ex-
pensive item, and wAter also is a big
item; in New 'South Wales and Vic-
toria tIhey have no such difficulties to con-
tend with. In connection with the
method of making comparisons there
have been a good many comparisons made
recently between Queensland and
Western Australia. Mr. Thallon in his
report this year makes this statement :

"The revenue and expenditure per
train mile, of which so much is made
by Railway Departibnts generally, are
of little use for comparison between
States, where each has its own par-
ticular gauge and different local con-
ditions ; but they are of great advant-
age in comparing the results of one
year with another, and indicate clearly
w~hat has been done towards econo-
mical working."

rom the report of Mr. Thallon, the
Queensland railway commissioner, who is
an expert and is thought highly of, it will
be seen he does not consider it a fair
thing to make comparisons of State
against State. but rather to make com-
parisonls from year to year in connectibn
with their own various administrations. In
making the comparisons that were made
with Queensland I would like to point
out although they had a particularly good
year in 1896, they have had some ver-y
bad years, and the losses in connection
with the Queensland railways for 10
years amount to £3,162,305. I saw in

a newvspaper the other day, I do not
know whether it is correct or not, a state-
inent to the effect that this year is the
first in which the Queensland railways
have shown a profit after paying work-
ing expenses and interest on the capital
outlay. It is the first year they have
made a profit for the past 22 yeari. I
have, however, the full returns for the
past 10 years uip to 1905-6, and each
year shows a loss aggregating over
£3,000,000. There may be good measons
for that ; the railways may have been
used theme more than ours for the de-
velopmient of the country. I am of those
who believe that our railway system
should not be looked on as a mere profit
earning department, but that after pay-
ing working expenses and interest on
capital, they should be need as for as
they possibly can for the purpose of de-
veloping the prin'ary industries of the
State. Then during the last few years
the working costs in Queensland have
been very low ; there has been an in-
crease of revenue between 1904-5 an d
1V06-7 of over £400,000. It can be
easily understood where they have a con-
tinually increasing revenue that the
working expenses arc not likely to go
uip in the same ratio. There the work-
ing expenses have only increased by
£50,000 ; therefore last year they were
able to show an exceedingly high profit
in connection with their railway system.
I pointed out some time ago the rate of
wages and hours of employment in
Queensland. Their rate of wages is less
and their hours of employment arc longer
than ours.

Mr. Bath: They have the eight-hours
system now.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
was going to point out that recently they
have decided to have the eight-hours
system, and it is estimated that it will
cost about £E25,000.

Mr. Bath: It will cost £40,000. They
are applying it to the casual hands also.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The Railway Department gave thle figure
as £C25,000. I do not think we are justi-
fied in making comparisons as between
States. There is no doubt the Queens-
land railways have been magnificiently
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managed ; they must have fried very
hard to develop the resources of the
State with economical management, for
there is such a large deficit in the ad-
ministration and their working. In con-
nection. wiith the railways the first ques-
tion we ought to ask ourselves is, "Is
our serice an efficient one V I think
it wvill be admitted, although we heard
last night that the railway trains ought
to be run in such a manner to keep up
the same system that we had before, and
give a service which the Railway Depart-
ment do not think justifiable, that in com-
parison with the population we give a
better service than is given in any of the
Eastern States ; we run more train miles
according to our population, and we give,
I think, an efficient service to the pub-
lie. The Kalgoorlie express which is run
will vie with almost any other express
within the States; and generally I
think we can say that our service is an
efficient one. The lines are highly im-
proved and are in splendid order, and
no doubt our railways are a better asset
to the State to-day than they have been
at any other period. As to the question
of whether control by the Commissioner
has been an advantage during the past
five years, I think I have endeavoured. to
show that during the period our railways
have been well conducted. It is difficult
to point out where they have been
better conducted than they were
prior to 1902, because there have been
varying conditions ; but I can prove by
figures-of course I am. dealing with the
figures to the end of June last-that so
far as economical xvorking is concerned
the railways to-day are much more econ-
omically managed than tbey were in
the year 1901-2. For instance in 1906-7
we carried five million more passengers
and 177,000 tons greater tonnage, with
£6120,000 less expenditure ; that is to say,
we decreased our working costs by
£:120,000 in tile five years, but we are
now carrying five million more passengers
and 177,000 tons more. It would be
hardly fair to say from these figures the
working \vvas ever so much better; but
I think we can say that our administra-
tion has been better. We must rernem-
her that a large sumi of money was spent

on imp rovements to the grading of our
lines, and we have heavier engines that
enable one train to carry a much greater
load, while the duplication of lines has
enabled us to push on wvith not so many
stoppages and to do away with consider-
able employment at the sidings. I know
that I was always told, when asked for
money for duplications, that it meant a
great saving in working costs. There
arc also improved workshops which mean
a large increase in working costs. All
thlese things, improvement to grades,
heavier engines, duplications, and im-
proved workshops, tend to reduce work-
ing costs. But when it is costing us
£120,000 less, though we are carrying
five million more passengers and 177,000
tons of goods more, I think we can say
that our railways have heen doing- better
than they did somie years ago. And there
have been somie large expenditure items
charged against our railway system that
were not charged in the old days. For
instance, there is the item. for the re-
placenment of obsolete rolling-stock. Each
year we place a sum on the Estimates for
this pu~rpose, and during the last five
years we have expended for this purpose
£-209,000. Certainly somne of it is not
yet spent, but it is in a suspen se account
for the purpose, and it is charged against
the railway revenue. Then there was the
special expenditure in ballasting. We
could hardly charge this item up to any-
thing else but working expenses .and we
have spent £141,000 in this direction.
There is also an expenditure of £530,000
for improving the carrying capacity of
waggons. An enormous quantity of
waggons was altered by the Chief
Mechanical Engineer to give them a far
greater carrying capacity. In addition
to this we had an expenditure of £C30,000
for betterments. All these charges have
come out of the revenue of the working
railways during the past five years. So
I think I can conscientiously say that,
from a financial. standpoint1 our railways
have been very profitable. And not only
have all these charges been sustained out
of revenue, but the railways have been
able to pay £202,000 to revenue after
paying interest and working expenses.
A little wvhile ago I mnentioned that the
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railways should be used in the future
more for the purpose of developing the
primary industries of the State than
they have been previously. What I desired
to couvdy by that was that the Govern-
ment should control the policy of the
railways ; and that is -where the Min-ister
is necessary. To my mind the whole of
the working of the railway systemx should
be left entirely in the hands of the Com-
missioner, but the full responsibility
should lie on the Government. When
the Government desire that freights
should be altered or that any alteration
should be made in connection with what
we may termu the policy of the railways,
the Government should on all occasions
be compelled to take the full respon-
sibility. When we altered the timber
f reights I saw in many of the newspapers
strictures upon the Commissioner ; and
when we altered the grain freights the
Commissioner was again criticised ; but
in both those instances the Commissioner
was antagonistic to the reductions ; and
it was simply because the Government
insisted upon their being effected that
they were made. 'Under thle present Act
the Commissioner recommends charges,
and once they are approved there is no
power to alter them unless thre Cominis-
sioner agrees to the alteration ; but in
this Bill we give the Governur-in-Counril
power to supersede the charges made by
the Commissioner. Instead of the Com-
missioner having to do something he
does not approve of, the Governor-in-
Council will have power to make an
alteration in the rates and the Govern-
ment must accept the responsibility for
the action taken.

Mr. Scaddan :The Bill goes farther
than that and gives power to deal with
regulations.

The MINISTER : If the hon. memn-
her looks A the section referred to he
will see that it merely deals with charges.
I was careful about that and consulted
the Crown Law Offcers upon it, because
when I first read the draft I inferred
the same thing as the hon. member ; but
I had the assurance of Mir. Sayer that it
dealt with charges. I have often ex-
pressed my opinion as to the policy we
should pursue in our railways. I think

we should always hold that the railways
should not be a financial burden on the
State, and then we should see that after
payment of working expenses and in-
terest on capital, the development of the
industries of the State should be the
primary consideration of the department.
We want a policy which shall declare
that the railways shall he self-suipport-
ing, that they shall have to pay working
expenses and interest on capital, and that
after that is done the chief object of
the department should be to do thle ut-
most for the purpose of trying to de-
velop our primary industries. That is
the policy I desire to see carried out, and
I think it wvould be unwise to alter the
system we have had in force for the past
five years, which I think should be the
policy for the future. My desire is to
econonmise as much as we canl in connec-
tion with our railway system, Of course
there are complaints in connection with
this economy and there always must be;
hut so far as we reasonably could we
have endeavoured to treat those whom we
have had to send away as generously as
we could. There have been large num-
bers retrenched from the clerical branches
and also from the lower grades, men
who probably could not stand it as well
as others ; hut if we do not insist that
there shall be no persons employed in the
department unless theme is profitable em-
ploymnent to he found for them, and if
we retain workmen though there have
been so many improvements in connec-
tion with the s 'ystem that we should
be able to rnduce our expenditure, if we
do not take advantage of that expendi-
ture and make the necessary reductions,
then our railways are always bound to
be a tax on us rather than an assistance
in the development of the country. I
want to see our railways used to the
greatest possible extent in thle develop-
mient of the country, and I think it would
be a mistake for us to go back to the
system of political control, though I
must say that during the years I have
been in charge of the department I hnve
not been worried by members in connec-
tion with the employmnent or dismissal of
employees. However, it is always possible
that there may be a recurrence (of the
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system that prevailed in Victoria and
New South Wales in the old days. I
think that by having Commissioner con-
trol by which we take from the depart-
mcent all possibility of political inter-
ference, except in such matters as relate
entirely to policy, we will have the best
system.

On motion by Mr. Bolton, debate ad-
journed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1907-S.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day, M1r.
Doglish in the Chair.

Lands and Surve-ys, a general Discussion.
The PREMIER AND MINISTER

FOR L.ANDS (Hon. N. J. Moore) in
submitting the Estimates for the Lands
Department said :it is usual in intro-
ducing the Estimates of a department to
give hon. members some idea of the work-
ing of the department during the pre-
ceding twvelve mouths, as well as some in-
formation in regard to land settlement
and the proposed work for the ensuing
year. I do not intend to detain meal-
bets at great length in introducing
my Estimates for Lands and Surveys. I
may say, in passing, this is the third timie
I have had the honour to submit the
Estimates of the Lands Department to
this Committee, and I amn glad to he able
to report that so far as the work of the
department is concerned, looking at it
from a financial point of view we have
every reason to he satisfied with what is
being done. With regard to estimated
revenue and expenditure, the estimated
revenue for 1905-6 was £105,000, and the
actual revenue received was £203,000. It
was estimated that last year the revenue
raised from the Lands Department would
be £22.5,000, while, as a matter of fact,
the actual revenue received was £237,000,
or an increase of nearly £35,000 on the
year .1905-6. The estimated expenditure
for 1905-6 was £131,000, and the actual
expenditure was £,119,000. The esti-
mated expenditure for last year was
£C117,000, and the total expenditure was
£108,900, or some £8,000 less than was
expected. However, even with a reduced

expenditure it has been found possible
to cope with selection, which has been
well maintained, although the selections
for last year were not quite up to what
they were the preceding year. For the
present financial year the estimated re-
venue is £248,000,- and the estimated ex-
penditure £112,000. I am sanguine that
this estimate will be realised, as for the
three months that have passed in this
financial year the revenue has totalled
£80,707, an increase of £9,100 as comn-
pared with the corresponding period of
last year. I do not wish to go over old
ground, but will give members a few
facts as to the Department. The Lands
Department comprises 205 officers, and
has accounts with 35,000 various clients.
During the financial year 1906-7, 138,695
letters wvent in and out, or anl increase in
correspondence of 8,000 onl tile previous
year. MNiembers will realise that the Lands
Department does not treat selectors
inl the ordinary way of a land agent, in:'
asmuch as the payments for land which
costs the selectors 10s. per acre are spread
over a term of 20 years. This works out
on the basis of a cash transaction t
about Ss. per acre. In addition every
block taken up entails a considerable
amount of work, not only in surveying
but also in other ways, such as the mnak-
ng of diagrams and plans, which have
to he prepared, various lots have to he
inspected by conditional purchase in-
spectors, and large expenditure is in-
cur-red in connection with advancing Pali-
sages to selectors, and in some cases in
paying time freight on new selectors'
goods and chattels when they take up
land. At the same timne the policy that has
been pursued hitherto of surveying after
selection has resulted at times in the land
desired by selectors not being gr-anted in
accordance with the application. When a
man goes out with a guide to select land,
it may he found, after survey, that owing,
to the clashing with a previous applica-
tion, he cannot receive the land he ap-
plied for. 'We have eudeavoured to do
away wvith this difficulty by pursuing the
policy of survey before selection, wvith
the result that now it is possible for a
man to receive a lithograph in the office-
of the department, go out to some of the
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aireas surveyed, seleA his own block,
satisfy himself as to its exact position,
go round all the boundaries, and then
come back and put in his application.
Provided hie is the first applicant for that
block he receives it, and if there are
other applications in besides his own, then
they are all dealt with simultaneously by'
a board, who decide which man shall re-
eeive the block. In addition to that, we
have mnade provisions whereby an ordi-
nary individual going over the country
-canl satisfy himself whether the persons
who have taken uip blocks are comply-
ing with the conditions. Some 12
mlonths ago I gave instructions that in
future all lithographs produced by the
department should show, in addition to
the number of thle area, the name in some
eases of the person holding thle land,
thle dale of the approval of the appli-
cation, so that anyone going through the
country would be in a position to know'
the date of the application and how much
should have been spent on improvements
between the date of approval and the
time of inspection ; thus to somne extent
a number of amateur inspectors are
created. With regard to the fulfilment
of conditions not being seen by the in-
spector, it is possible for those persons
who travel through thle country to bring
the real state of affairs tinder the notice
of the departmunt. Some eases, hiow-
ever, are brought under departmental
notice by persons who apparently have
nut the moral courage to attach their
names to their communications, for they
are sent anonymously. In eases where
it is found that there has been deliberate
-neglect and a practical abandonment of
the p-roperty, the blocks are forfeited.
In regard to the amount of land alien-
ated during last year there were 3,572
applications for conditional purchases,
totalling 763,827 acres, as against 4,291
applications for 911,948 acres during the
preceding year.

M1r. Bath: Do those conditional pur-
chases include grazing leases which are
now described as non-cultivable land?

The PREMIER: No, for these non-
:mnlivable lands have only come into
)peration since 30th June of this year,
and they have not been included in the

totals. During the past year 26,367,463
acreS. representing 692 applications were
received for pastora. i leases and ap-
proved, as against 19,255,374 acres re-
presenting 506 applications iii the pre-
vious year. For the three months of
this year we have had no less than 1,037
applications for 5,206,000 acres of pas-
toral lands; included in this number of
applications are' seine for the lion-culti-
vable areas to which I have just referred,
and which were previously known as
grazing leases. The total number of
applications approved last year -was,
4,445, showing a small decrease on the
previous year; due no doubt to the fact
that thle area of selection of good land
within thle reach of railways was limited.
Now that the construction of new linies
has been completed in som-e eases and as
other lines are in course of construction,
large additional areas will be thrown
open, and I look f orward to a large in-
crease in land selection during the next
nine months. As was foreshadowed in
the amending Land Act of last year the
non-cultivable leases have been revived
and are bringing about a great change in
regard to settlement. Under this system
the right of purchase is given in 20 years
as against 30 years under the old grazing
laws. Owving to the fact that all the pas-
torbl areas under the 1887 regulations
expire on the 31st ]December next, the
present bar to selection of grazing leases
and homestead farms within such leases
in the South-Western Division - occa-
sioned by the decision in the case of
Steere v. thle Crown, 2902-will be re-
moved, and 330 leases of 1,820,141 acres,
three-fourths of which land is second
and third class, will be available under
this poptihar form of tenure in the South-
Western Division alone. Selectors will
shortly be able to reap the advantages of
the Government policy of building spur
lines to agricultural centres, as the Gee-
malling - Do-werin, Katanning - Kojonup,
Wagin-Dumbleyng, and Cellie-Narrogin
railways arc now complete; the Donny-
brook-Preston and Annuadale-Jandakot
lines arc under way departmentally, and
a contract has been let for the Greenhills-
Quairading line. The Narrogin-Wiekepin
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Railway Bill is now before the House and
other agricultural lines are contemplated,
and the complaint that good land is too
far removed from railway communication
will not hold good for some time to come.
There are some disadvantages in regard
to the policy of survey before selection
for pending the classification and survey,
of the land large reservations have to be
made. This has its objections owing to
the fact that many people go on the land
and do not appreciate the fact that it is
essential that that land should be regerved
until the whole of the subdivision is com-
pleted, and consequently there are com-
plaints against the department owing to
so much land being shut up. A large
area, however, is now being thrown open.
Since August 1st 40,000 acres at Bumble-
yuug, 15,000 acres at Woolkabin, both
east of Wagin, 20,000 acres at Gunjian,
east of Brookton, 30,000 acres east of
Pingelly, and 25,000 acres west of Cran-
brook, on the Gordon River, have been
thrown open for selection uinder Parts
V. and VIII., conditional purchases and
homestead farms, of the Land Act, the
applicaiit for a homnestead farm having,
however., to take up the balance of the
particular block under conditional pur-
chase. In the case of a man applying
for aL block of 600 acres lie would be en-
titled to take uip 160 acres of that As a
homestead farm, and 440 acres under
conditional purchase. Under the old
provision it was necessary to survey
about 160 acres distinct from the con-
ditional purchase. By giving this man
the opportunity of taking uip the balance
of the conditional purchase land it saves
us a considerable amount in survey fees,
and as miost members are aware, in the
districts where this land is being sub-
divided 1.60 acres is practically useless to
any man. It is necessary that hie should
have at least 600 acres. We give him
that quantity and the right of 160 acres
free as a homestead farm. Power has
been given by the amending Land Act of
last year to set aside certain areas for a
particular class of selector. I have had
this earmarked for the benefit of the
mian who does not possess land. One of
liy proposals was to, as far as possible,
give the man who did not possess land

an opportunity of acquiring some. For
this ptupose we throw open uinder Parts
V. and VIII., areas in different parts of
the State. The qualifications for a, selec-
tor to obtain any block within the area
is that he does not possess more than
100 acres of land in Western Australia
The principal areas thrown open are-
90,000 acres at Kwollyin, south of Keller-
berrin, 24,000 acres at Jannerberring,
south of Ounderdin, 60,000 acres at
flowerin, north-east of Goomalling,
25,000 at IDinninup, on the Blackwood
There has been a, certain area thrown up
there quite recently; this is situated a
few miles beyond the terminus of thc
present Donnybrook - Upper Blackwood
railway. And 3,500 acres at Batalliag
near Darkan. Of the latter areas, Jan-
nerberring and Dinainup have beer
partially ringbarked, which must be ol
great advantage to those taking up th(
land. It is my intention to continue tht
policy in various areas throughout Lh*
State. One advantage is that by ring.
barking before selection, the selector ban
the advantage at least of one season, ani
the cost of the improvements, that is thE
ringbarking or the clearing, as the case
may be, is spread over ten years. Ring
barking has been done over certain arean
at Balbarrup, south of Bridgetown; an
tkie Surveyor General has placed beforE
me certain other suitable areas on wvhicl
to continue this class of work. We havi
scrubbed some of the land in some of th4
areas south of Cunderdini, aipd in addi
tion wve have ringbarkcd some areas
f romt 50 to 100 acres in various blocks
so that a man who takes up a block eax
get to work straight away, and this se
cures a return for his labour at an earlie:
date than he otherwise would. The ex
tensions of the goldfields water supply ti
various districts on the Eastern Raiwa'
has given a great fillip to agrienltura
operations and settlement generally ii
that district.

Mr. Batik: Only those uip against t
line 7

The PREAfIEl?- Those within certaiis
distances of the line, they guarantee
certain amiount. The goldfields watei
supply asks 10 per cent. on the outlay
and in cases where the persons wvho an.
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served by the pipe line are not in a posi-
tion to guarantee the whole of the 10 per
cent, the Lands Department comes to
their rescue and guarantees the difference
between the amount guaranteed by the
settlers and the 10 per cent, asked for
by the Water Supply Department.

Mr. Bath: They could not get it up at
Willundra, though they offered to give
the necessary guarantee.

The PREMIER: That has not been
brought under my notice; the only in-
stances brought under my notice have
been those at Greenhills and Tammin.
In addition to this trial bores have been
put down by the Works Department with
varying sucess in many districts east of
the Great Southern Railway. From the
1st July, 1906, to the 1st July, 1907,
£2,424 w~as approved for water supply
in time shape of wells, tanks, and trial
holes, and of this amount £1,566 has been
spent east of the Great Southern Railway.
Dluring the year 1,055,000 acres have
beeni surveyed, and 236,650 acres have
beeni surveyed before selection; also
2,650,000 acres hav'e been classified and
thme information has been plotted on the
plans, which wvill prove of great assistance
to selectors. In many cases we have sur-
v'eyed the main line of communication
through the areas, so thast in cases where
the laud is not surveyed before selection,
a man is able to follow the survey line
and make his application so accurately
that the department is able to plot out
the application on the plans. I have
stated wve have (lone a considerable
amount of work; 20,000 acres have been
ringbarked at a cost of £4,800; this has
been spent on ringbarking, scrubbing,
clearing roads, etcetera. In regard to sur-
vevs before selection four to six surveyors
have been employed on a large subdivision
not far from Dinninup, in the vicinity of
the probable route of the proposed Pres-
ton railway. Two surveyors are cutting
up extensive areas east of Narrogin and
one is engaged on a subdivision at Bann-
deen. An extensive area is being clas-
sified north of Kel lerherrin towards Cow-
cowing. The decentralisation of the de-
pertinent is a matter which has been
under the consideration of various Mini-
sters, but in alterations of this kind it

is necessary to go slowly so that no mis-
takes can be made, and in order that no
very great expense should be incurred in
the earliest stages of the proposal. I
have made a start in this direction by
appointing one commissioner for the
Great Southern district. He is to have
the powers of an under secretary in re-
gard to the approval of applications, that
is to say, in cases where a man goes out-
and selects land say east of Katanning
or Wagin, he comes in with his applica-
tion, and instead of forwarding the appli-
cation to the headquarters office the dep-
uty commissioner is empowered, provided
there is no other application for the same.
land, to give approval straight away to
the application, thus saving endless de-
lays which are irritating to the selector
and are bound to increase the work of'
the department, as it has to go through
so many hands. I an, satisfied this de-
parture will be to the advantage of the
department and ensure the speedy appro-
val of applications.

Mr. Collier: Is that system to be in
operation all over the State?

The PREMIER: Iii the agricultural
areas. During the year the experimental
farm at Nangeenan, which has been tinder-
the control of the Lands Department
since it was first initiated by Mr. Hop-
kins, the then Minister for Lands, has
been transferred to the Agricultural.
Department, but the settlement still re-
mains under the Lands Department.
Fourteen contracts have been completed
and the holders have taken up the land.
under conditional purchase conditions,
leaving 25 contracts to be completed.
The Honorary Minister in charge of the
Agricultural Department visited the dis-
tricts recently and was gratified with
what had been done by the settlers and
the prospects for the ensuing season.
No doubt the Water Scheme being in close.
proximity to the settlement is a great
factor in its development. I am glad to
notice these settlers are prepared, owing-
to the fact that they are able to secure
a bountiful supply of water, to go in for
dairying. Twenty-five of the settlers of*
Nangeenan have applied to the Agri-
cultural Department for dairying cattle
in lots of one to 15. The oldest settler-
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there, Mr. Growden, who took up land
when the settlement was first thrown
open, proposes to milk 100 cows next
season and has applied for 20 immedi-
ately. There are applications in for 100
cows in various lots. This is gratifying,
for we have always considered that with
a nine-inch rainfall it is absolutely im-
possible to go in for dairying, but there
is every promise, provided the settlers go
in for ensilage, to make it a success. If
they can make it a success we have
hundreds of thousands of acres wvhich
have been considered up to the present
time only available for carrying sheep,
which can be devoted to this purpose, and
which can be made responsible for carry-
ing- many thousands of dairy cattle.

Mr. Collier: Are all the blocks which
were originally taken up occupied.

The PREMIER: Yes; in some cases
where the original settler has left, his
successor has taken over the ]iabilities and
responsibilities of the original settler.
There is one increase in the department,
£1,500 being provided on the Estimates
for the establishment of an agency in
Melbourne, and at the present time the
officer in charge there is Mr. Gilbert.

Mr. Collier: The best man you have in
the service.

The PREMIER: There is no doubt
about Mr Gilbert being a very valuable
officer, and I am sure in the position he
now occupies as officer in charge of the
agency in Melbourne, lie will do good
work. He has a full knowledge of the
State, and is a courteous and capable

officer, and the money will, I am sure,
be well spent.

Air. Angwcin: He is never too tired to
give informnation.

The PREMI1ER: He will give us good
value for his salary. Mr. Ranfoid, an
old and experienced officer, has just com-
nmenced a lecturing tour in the Eastern
States, and from the reports which I
have received I have reason to believe
our venture in this direction will meet
with success.

Air. Bath: What item will this he
under?

The PREMIER: If the member looks
Linder item 20 lie will see the officer in

charge, and then there are items 20, 21,
and 22, and on the next page item 45.

_1r. Bath: Which is Mr. Ranford's
item?

The PREMIER: He is not debited to
the Melbourne Agency, which only pro-
v'ides Mr Gilbert's salary and an assist-
ant. Mr. Hanford at the present time
will be drawing his salary, from the In-
formation Bureau, item 18. It will be
noticed that his salary has been brought
flown £10, his original salary being £600.

_1r. Bathi: It was never £600, it was
£590 anid travelling allowances.

The PREMIER: Yes; made £590 to
be less than the Under Secretary. I am
satisfied Mr. Hanford's efforts will he
rewarded with success; because no doubt
the misfortunes of many settleis in the

Eastern Stateg will have the benefit of
drawing the attention of many people to
Western Australia. The officer in charge
of the Melbourne Agency has written to
me that already eight or ten settlers have
left for the West, and no doubt a good
number will venture to Western Australia
as the result of information supplied by
the agency and Mr. Hanford. At the
present time we have had inquiries by a
]arge party as to whether it is possible
for them to take up 10,000 acres; I am
under the impression they are desirous
of consolidating their improvements.
There is a considerable amount of diffi-
culty in arranging that, but if we can
possibly arrange it we hope to be in a
position to give these people an oppor-
tunity of selecting land where they are
anxious to acquire it in the neighbour-
hood of Balbarrup.

Mr. Bath: Do they wvishi to work on the
co-operative principle?

The PREMIER: Yes.

At 6.15, the Chairman left the Chair.
At 7.80, Chair resumed.

The PREMIER (continuing) : I
have little more to say on the Lands
Estimates. I hope I have not wearied
members, for on a matter of this kind
it is necessary to quote largely from
statistics. I should like to say in con-
clusion that we are making provision
during this session for an amendment of
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the Lands Purchase Act, to enable loans
to he granted by the Agricultural Bank
on terms similar to those on which they
are granted to conditional purchase
selectors. This will relieve certain selec-
tors who have bought blocks in the re-
purchased estates such as Stirling Estate,
and I feel sure they will he considerably
benefited by being placed on the samte
basis as ordinary selectors.

[General discussion followed.]3

Mr. BATH: It was gratifying to know
that land settlement was proceeding
apace, though not perhaps so rapidly as
last year. Still, the area taken up showed
that the resources of the State were comn-
mending themselves to settlers from out-
side as well as from within our own
borders. One feature of these estimates
was not so satisfactory from the point of
view of the public, thlough it might be
satisfactory to the Treasurer-the utili-
sation of the land-sale revenue for cur-
rent expenditure. The estimated revenue
from sales of land for the forthcoming
yeatr was £142,500; and the people of
the State wvere thus practically drawing
on their capital, disposing of it in order
to supply their current needs. All knew
the results of such a course in private
life. We often read of cases in the
old country where the scions of noble
houses disposed of their patrimony and
were left penniless. But apparently what
was bad for the individual was regarded
as perfectly leg-itimiate and desirable for
the State, thoughi the nioral distinction
was not clear. Last year the Government
passed an amendment of the Land Act,
making it possible for gOidfields resi-
dential lessees to secure the freehold. The
Government had gone farther by trying
to make the retention of the leasehold
impossible, even for those who desired it.
This was done by reverting to a tenure
of twenty-one years in lieu of the longer
tenure granted under thme residential
lease. The system forced people willy-
nilly to buy freehold blocks, thus for the
time being supplying9 the present Govern-
ment with a little more revenue than
could otherwise be secured, but paying-
no regard to the future, when all the land
would he disposed of and no more

revenue would be available. [M1r. Ewing:
Then we could tax the Iand.) Members
who advocated selling the land showed-
little inclination to impose such a Lax.
On thle Address-in-Reply the Premier had
referred to economies in the Lands De-
Jpartnlent. There were certainly some re-
ductions in expenditure, but there was
little advantage in such reductions unless.
they were permanenrt. It was proposed
for the forthcoming year to spend nearly
£4,000 more than last year. .The
Estimates showved a number of increases,
a portion of which was certainly ac-
counted for by the MXelbourne Agency.

The Ireasurer: And by the provision
for survey before selection.

MUr BATH:. We had always been told
tile adoption of that s~ysteml wvould effect
a saving in administration.

The -Premier: It would effect a saving
after the land was thrown open; but the
introduction of the system involved addi-
tional expense.

Mr. BATHE: We had always to wait a
long tinme for these good things to miatnre,
and members must p)ossess their souls in
patience. 'When speaking on thle Budget
generally. lie referred to the sale of
Crown land along the Eastern Railway on
what mnight be terined the margin of reli-
able rainfall. The Government were act-
tiall1Y boomlingl this land anid selling it at
10s. per acre; but when the purchasers
applied for assistance to the Agricultural
Bank, the maniager said lie would not
lend any money on land east of Doodla-
kine. for beyond that place the investment
would be too risky. Either the manager
was wrong, or the Government were-
then in booming the land. Many of'

tepurchasers were men of small means.
Ho knew of one setter who sold a fine
home in the metropolitan area, abandoned
his employment here, invested the whole
of his money in that land, and had a
very sad experience. -The Premier re-
ferred to the supply of water from Mkun-
daring Weir to settlers adjacent to the
Eastern Railway. Some settlers a few,
miles away had also been supplied, those
onl the area around Tamnin; but recently
when at Kellerberrin he (Mr Bath) was-
informed that a number of settlers at
Woolundra, between Kellerberrin an&
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Doodlakine, finding it impossible to get
water by sinking or otherwise, had failed
to secure a supply from the scheme. The
proper Minister should make inquiries
and give the desired assistance if the case
were genuine. It was gratifying that
the services of Mr, Hanford were once
more being properly utilised. On the
Lands Estimates this gentleman's ease
was referred to. While in one branch
tinder the Minister for Lands Mr. Ran-
ford was sent into the country because of
his deep interest in land settlement, lie
thus lost his chance of promotion, and
though he did good work and gave full
satisfaction, yet when he came back after
six months' leave be was placed in a 6
by 8 room in Cathedral Avenue in charge
of a sheaf of wheat and a few turnips,
to act as the bead of an information
bureau. Mr. Hanford was mnuch dissatis-
fied at this, and recognised that he was
not giving good value for the salary hie
received. But in his present position be
was properly placed, being fairly steeped
with enthusiasmA for land settlement; and
if anyone could induce Eastern farmers
to come to Western Australia it was Mr.
Hanford in a capacity of immnigration
lecturer. In spending money for trying to
get settlers from the Eastern States, men
accustomned to condtions somewhat simi-
lar to those in Western Australia-though
it was to he hoped they would find them
more favourable here-we were doing
a great deal hotter aind acting more wisely
than in spending loan moneys for trying
to induce imniigrnts to come from the
old country, because it was only necessary
to recognise some of the types introduced
under the so-called inunigration policy to
see that there had been waste of money.
One could not take uip an Eastern States
weekly paper devoted to agricultural
matters without seeing that in New South
Wales and Victoria for a dozen blocks
of land there were thousands of appli-
cants, Sons of f armners endeavouring to
-strike out for themselves, who had been
for years following uip land ballots from
one district to another searching for land
but absolutely unable to secure it. Ridi-
cule had been cast on the statement made
a few days ago that land monopoly was
ramupant in Australia;, but the weary l'r-

suit of those thousands of mnen in Eastern
Australia compelled one to recogniise the
fact. Could we get those men from the
Eastern States we would find them more
suited to the conditions here than any we
might get from the other side of thre
Equator On previous Lands Estimiates
he (Mr. Bath) had referred to how un-
wise it wias to send settlers out beyond
the margin of reliable rainfall. We
should follow the system pursued in
South Australia of delimiting an area of
reliable rainfall and then cutting up the
land beyond that area into gr-azing leases,
a form of small pastoral leases,
making them available for settlers under
reasonable terms of tenure. This system
would be better than inducing people to
take upl the land at 10s. an acre for
agricuiltural purposes, and we would uti-
lise the land to much greater advantage
than we did now by making it available
in pastoral leases in large areas but under
conditions where a person wishing to take
uip a conditional purchase could go on
amid select. It was to be hoped some
scheme would he devised very shortly by
which the revenue derived fromi the sale
of land could be placed to capital account
rather than be utilised for the purpose
of current revenue and current expendi-
ture.

Mr. J. EWING: So far as the Lands
Department was concerned a good miany
economics could be effected, not by re-
ducing the salaries of the offcers, which
were already far too low, but by giving
the heads of the departments higher
salaries for greater responsibility id(
thus inducing them to undertake more
work and carry on with a smaller staff.
To carry on dairying successfully it was
necessary to have a reliable and constaiit
rainfall, and it was to be hoped the
Honorary Minister was satisfied that
those Who were attempting to carry on
dairv' ing in tile dry districts would be
successful. Thre Government should do all
they could to help those people 9nd as
far as possible to experiment before
Spending money in dairving in these dis-
tricts. If dairyinz could be successfully
esiried on at Nanzeenan uindoulbtedly
it could be successfully carried on in thle

[ASSEMBLY] Lands and Surveys.
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South-West. It was pleasing to hear of
the success of the Nangeenan settlement,
because at the time it was established by
Mr. Hopkins, it was thought it would
turn out a failure. [Mir. Johnson: It was
once said the Hamel settlement was a
success.] Great care should be exercised
in the dry districts before a large amount
of money was spent in dairying. No
doubt land settlement would come about
in the near future. If the Leader of the
Opposition went to the Lands Depart-
ment he would find ten or a doren large
areas already surveyed ready for selec-
tion. Settlers had been disappointed be-
cause those large areas% had been closed
up pending survey ;but now that diffi-
culty had heen overcome andl the areas
were surveyed there should be no trouble
in the future.

Mr. A. C. GULL (Swvan) : At one time
it was considered impossible to growv
wheat in Western Australia, and( just the
same at one time it was considered that
thle only place for dairying in this State
was the South-West. The same argument
would apply to dairying as applied to
wheat growing. Experience showed that
the South-West was too wvet for wheat
growing anid also in a minor degree for
dairying ;and he had come to the con-.
elusion that, just as in, the wheat growing,
better results could be obtained in dairy-
ing from an area not necessarily as dry
as Nangecuan, bilt considerably dryer
than most of the South-West. It was
just as much a mistake to fall into the
idea that dairying required intensely wet
country as it was to think that wheat
growing required anl intensely wvet area.
[Mir. Bath :Good grass was needed.]
The growth of the dry districts was so
intense when it came along that the far-
mer could make provision for feeding his
stock out of the natural grasses by means
of silage and so forth. In the South-
West thle farmer was hanging on for
nionth after month of cold weather when
the grass would not glow at all. In Vic-
toria the dry areas were producing as
much butter as the other districts. The
same thing would apply here. The coun-
try east of Northam would produce suffi-

cient butter for the requirements of
Western Australia.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE (Ratanning):
Althoagh the area of the land selected
was not so great last year as iii previous
years, the area selected under conditional
purchase conditions was equal to if not
in excess of the area selected in any pre-
vious year. Previously large areas were
taken up unader Clause 68, which was
most favourable to the opening up of
lands thought to be quite unsuited for
agricultural purposes ;but the develop-
ment of these lands hadl showvn that they
could be turned to better account than
wvas at first expected by those administer-
ing- the affaii-s of the Lands Department
and people of experience in the country,
so the conditions were withdrawn and
modified proposals included in the Act
passed last year. Land taken up under
the new conditions carried with it neces-
sary improvements which would mean
a great deal more development in the
way of agriculture than had been the rule
in the past, and judging from his know-
ledge of the go put into land develop-
mieat by the selectors the increased area
would be considerable. It was gratify-
ing to see such progress being made. It
proved his own words of previous years
as to the great capability of our country,
and as to its only requiring men of the
right stamp to take it up, backed up with
sufficient capital, a good constitution and
good judgment, to make a gr-eat success
of land settlement. There was just now
among the people settled on the land a
buoyancy which was very gratifying.
Last year there had been many expres-
sions of disapproval in regard to the
yields and prices realised for the crops,
but this year there seemed to be improve-
ment in both directions. A great deal
had been heard about the prospective in-
creased yields and there were already
evidences of the increased prices. Un-
fortunately, however, the higher price the
State was likely to- realise for her pro-
ducts wvas brought about mainly by the
misfortune of the people in the Eastern
States. Although it was said that the
prices being paid to-day were the result
of a shortage in the wvorld's markets, yet
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be would Point out that the probable
cause of inflation in values was the dry
weather in thle Eastern States and the
consequential poor crops and anticipated
low yields. Those who watched thi price
of wheat, which was one of our principal
commodities and one which wve were look-
ing forward to as thle product of the land
which would mean so muclh to the coml-
try, knew that the price to-day of 5s. 5d.
a hushel in Melbourne was in excess of
London values by nearly 10(1. per bushel.
This proved that it was not because of
thle shortage in the world's values en-
tirely thatt the iH! rates were now ruling.
If the present weather continued in New
South W~ales and Victoria there would
be a great shortage in the yields. South
Australia had been more fortunate, for
their yield would be about equal to last
year's, but if the two larger States did not
obtain the yields anticipated a few wveeks
ago there Wonid be a grreat shortage
throughiout Australia. Contracts were
being entered into for shipments abroad
from Australia. The reports as to thle
prices in the old country referred to the
shipments for October and November.
There wvere also thle shipments for Janti-
ury and February and they would include
the new crop not yet reaped, and if
much wheat had been sold as for ship-
ment during those two oulths it would
make wheat very much 'lea ret In Austra-
lia, than the present indications pouinted
to, although thle indications l)ointed to a
very high Price titling, for grain. Al-
though some of thle crops ill the Eastern
States might lie past recover-Y, a timlely
shower of rain would alter tlte condition
of things, even at this lite stage. There
was always a tendency onl the part of
-those dealing in the commulodity' to plunge,
and to deal with it in a speculative way.
With a prospect of a higher rate for-
wheat prevailing it was hard to say now
what the farmer should do with his crop.
It was for hint to say the price which,
in his opinion, would give him a good
return. They must not forget that anly
,change in thle weather mligltt effect a
great change in the price. He hoped tlit
the present itndicated prices would cati-
tinue, or evetn go higher, as it would mneani
-that more money wvould go to those ~O

ducing wheat in this State. It must not
he forgotten, however, that although high
prices were obtained, yet other industries
would be seriously affected. For instance
the dairying industry would he largely
affected by a high price for wheat, as the
cost of offal would be considerably greater
than ait present. He knewr that dairy-
men whlo hadh not contracted at the be-
gitnning of the year ito get their supplies
at f4 10s. a ton would flow have to buy
at neatly double that price. As the M1ini-
ster for Agriculture had said, these prices
Wvould pertain only for the prlesenit sea-
son. He was in accordl with those who
had expressed the opitnion that the dairy-
ing industry could be carried on success-
fully here. The mnethtods of feeding had
beent improved to such an extent that the
prospects for carrying onl the industry
with success were greater now than we
ever thought in the past. Reverting back
to the question of wheat growing, lie
wvould call the attention of the Premier
to tlte remarks hie made some time ago in
regard to the prospective value of the
increased production due to the increased
price of wheat. He had not the figures
before him but from memory lie was of
opinion that the Premier had said the
prospective increase wvould meatn about
£C300,000 extra to the State.

Tile Premier :That was when wheat
was 3s. 6d., hbtt it taed gzone up Is. 6d.
since then.

Hon. F. E. 131 ESSE :His estimate oif
the increased advantages to the State,
.)wiug, to the wheat yield and the prices
which woul li1 e obtained, was; that I he
amount over antd above Inst year would
hot more than one million pounds.

The Prem~ier : But thle membermi
the price of 5s. .5d. was abitornial.

lon. F. 11. PlESSE :The remark was
qIualified 1by tite statement that it "'as
contingent upon the ctops in tlte Eastern
States being the failure that was now
anticipated. The price of grain at the
present time wvas about 2s. a bushel in
advance of what it was last year. and if
the v-alute of tha t alone were taken upon,
say, 3,500,000 bushels of wheat. a con-
siderable sumi in advance oif that received
last year would result. Then there was
also tile enormous ,nrease in the price
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of chaff. If that commodity continued
at the present price it would mean an
advance of about 30s. per ton on last
year's price, and if the State produced
160,000 tons of chaff, the increase would
amount to about £240,000. All these
indications went to show that the State
was in for a good timie. He regretted,
however, that this good time should be
brought about by the misfortune of the
other Australian States. He would refer
members to the remarks hie made last
year as to thle improvements onl lands
prior to selection. He knew that certain
improvements had beeit carried out, such
as ringbaurking onl areas which had been
cut up for selectioll after survey. Al-
though that was a step in the right direc-
tion it was one which hie had been loath
to approve of until he had seen the ad-
vantages of the scheme. It would be
better to carry out both ringbarking and
grubbing of Poison. The poison plant
was a scourge to the country, and it had
been most disastrous to those who had
depaStured stock in thle neighbourhood
Of poisonl country. Listening as hie did
to the remarks Of would-be settlers who
haed seen the country, lie knew that the
objection they always made was that they
were afraid to put their stock on country,
lest it should be Poisoned. These people
were not awvare that the poison could be
cleared as easily as was thle case. Ile
would suggest that the Government should
take out of the vote for the encourage-

meat o agriultur, a certain amount
for the clearing of some 100,000 acres of
poison country to tile west of Kojonup.
If that were done it would be anr immense
gain to thle Country froml a national
standpoint, anid Avould be the means of
inducing settlers to take lip land more
readily and( with,"inre confidence than
now. He would not let tile work out by
conltract, but would] obtain I le services
of a mall who wvas experienced at the
work, and give him the right to employ
mn onl day work undor his direction.
The man to he avoided was he who ex-
pressed himself to he thoroughly con-
versant wvith thre clearing of Poison, for
lie was often more troublesome than a
manl who had no kno~wledge of the work.
If anr intelligent manl were put unader the

control of a good foreman he could get
rid of a large quantity of poison in a
short time. The work could be carried
out at a cost not exceeding 2s. 6d. per
acre. The cost would be less in some
parts of the country and the average
should not exceed 2s. or 2s. 3d. per acre.
Such anr expenditure would he mioney' well
.spent, and if anr area of country could
be set aside and cleared in that wvy it
would well repay thle State. The land
should be allowed to be taken up inime-
diately after the poison had been cleared.
(The Premier :There would ble a bigl
risk of new settlers "falling in."] They
would be told that the poison had just
heen taken off the land and then there
would be no risk. By adopting tire course
hie had suggested the people's estate
would be improved to such anr extent that
the expenditure would be well justified,
for the land wvould be increased in valute.
by as much as 200 per cent. in some cases
owing to the poison having been taken
off it. As to settlement generally, so far
ai the niuch-abused Lands Department
wvas conicerned, charged as it was with
being over-mniaied and with not satisfy-
ig the inquiiries of settleis, his experi-

ence, gained personally and also through
knowing so many who had to deal with
the department, was that a general ex-
pression of opinion prevailed which was
most favourable to the depart meat. They
had a very difficult work to perform, the
People who camne beingl principally those.
who applied for land without much know-
ledge of the country. The information
was required before they were satisfied
even to look at the country. and wvhen
they had seen it they had 'to ask the
assistance of the officials to enable themt
to take uip the land. The officers did all
thecy could in that direction, and no fault
could( be found with them; they did their-
duty' cheerfully3 an wl ~ell. There would
hle d ronies in every hive ;there wvere
(I totne., in the lands Department, as there
were in every oilier department as well
ais ii private life. [Air. -Johnson :Only
in a greater proportion.] That depended
on the administration and organisation.
of the deparbment. It was a difficult
department to administer ;it had large.
interests and had to deal with a great
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number of people. It was more difficult
to adnminister- this department than the
Works Department or any other depart-
merit of the State. [Mr. Troy: How
did it compare with the Mines Depart-
ment ?I He had not much experience
of the mes Department, but taking the
Lands Department as a whole there were
officers there who did their duty well and
cheerfully ; 110 matter who went into the
department the officers did their best to
hell) intending settlers.

31r. Johnson :There were others wvho
should not be there.

The Premier :Why had not the hon.
member removed them when hie was in the
Government ?

Mr. Johnson : If the opportunity had
occurred he would have removed them.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE: In conclusion hie
congratulated the Premier onl the success
of his efforts in the Lands Djepartmnent.
The Premier was certainly not able to
gIive as much time to the department as
no doubt he would like and which would
be in the interests of the country, still,
with that department on his shoulders,
and the cares of the State on his
shoulders, and the great demands made
onl his time in various other ways, it was
difficult to give that close attention to
the work which was so necessary. The
departmniit, through the officialIs wvas
doing all that could be done to assist the
settlement which had made such progress,
and in his opinion the result was most
encouraging. *The time was coming when
we should see farther adv'ances made. In-
quiries were now being made from the
Eastern States for land in the Katan-
fling district. This wveek three small pro-
perties had changed hands; people had
come from the East and bought the
places out, and peop~le were turning their
attention to this State. Last year a man
living four miles from Katanning sold
out his property anid returned to Vic-
toria, being induced to do so by his
friends there. This manl struck th e dry
district in Victoria and was ruined; he
hadl written lately saying he wished hie
had not left this State. The misfortunes
of the Eastern States wvere to be of bene-
fit to Western Australia, because men
were turning their attention in this direc-

tion. As to Mr. Hanford, one was pleased
to hear the remarks of the Leader of the
Opposition in regardi to that officer. He
did not hear the remarks of the Premier
as to the Melbourne Agency, but it was
carrying out that wvhich last year it was
thought would be a good thing for the
State, following onl the lines of New Zea-
land in giving all information to intend-
ing settlers. It was a step in the right
direction. Although the action was
looked onl as unfriendly, if people were
likely to leave Australia and go to other
parts of the world, we should do all we
Could to induce them to comec to Western
Australia, for it was better to have them
in the Commonwealth than to leave it.
Judging by the success of Mr. Banford
in the past and his efforts in the dire-
tion of land settlement, and with the as-
sistance of the officer in charge of the
Bureau in Melbourne, he (Air. Piesse)
looked forward to much good resulting
fromi 11r. Hanford's visits to the various
parts of Victoria and New South W.ales.
When Mr. Hanford started land settle-
meat inl the Katanning district 10 years
ago the officers in the Lands Department
thought he was madl in placing people oil
the land in that neighbourhood, but it had
since been proved that his efforts in this
direction had been successful; people had
built good homes for themselves, bad got
out of debt, and wvere doing well. This
was the commencement of Mr. Hanford's
efforts in land settlement, and since then
3,000,000 acres of land had been taken up
in that district. The thanks of the State
were clue to Mr. Ranford; we required
officers like Mr. Ranford to take up the
work with enthusiasm. In 1891 Mr.
Hanford was at Katanning, and he
drove a party of settlers out to see cer-
tain land at Moojebing wvhich was very
fine land. Mr. Ranford enthused about
the land, and came down from his buggy
and said to those in the trap, "Look at
this fine country." The people evidently
(lid not seem to admiire it as much as
Mr. Hanford did, and to infuse them
with the idea lie had, picking up a hand-
ful of the beautiful loam, he said, "It is
so good you can eat it," filling his mouth
with the soil. Thai is the kind of man
wve want. Perhaps in his exceeding en-
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thusiasin and his desire for land settle-
ment, he took that extreme course of

.showving to the settlers what he thought
of the country, and perhaps did more by -
that eccentric method of drawing atten-
tion to it, than a good deal of talking
would do.

Mr. BOLTON: It was certainly in-
structive to members to listen to the re-
marks of those who thoroughly under-
stood every phase of land settlement; and
it was gratifying to hear what great pro-
gress was being made by the Lands De-
lpartient. He was satisfied that the Ag-
ricultural Bank was largely contributing
to the progress that had been made, and
he would go farther and say that lie
thought the gentleman in charge of the
Lands Department was the right man in
the righlt place, and was largely contri-
buting to the success of that department.
It was the general opinion of members
that the Premnier was doing his best; and
one felt that the Minister wvas doing all
be could in his department, when con-
gratulations came from all sides of the
House. - He (Mr. Bolton) was pleased
with the replies which the Honorary
Minister had given that day to some ques-
tions which had been asked. The Go-
vernnient were taking a step in the right
direction in making arrangements for the
storing of wheat, and of making advances
to farmers on their wheat.

Hon. F. H. Piesse: It will never come
to pass.

Mr. BOLTON: Perhaps the member
would do his best to stop it from coming
to pass; but lie (Mr. Bolton) was satis-
fed that it would come to pass, and
measures would have to be taken so that
it should come to pass within this year.
He was satisfied that the Governmnent
were taking the right step in making pro-
vision for an export and storage depot,
and for making advances to farners on
their produce.

Mr. Johnson: The depot was to be at
Fremantle 9

Mr. BOLTON: The export depot could
not be at Guildford, it must be at the
.chief port of the State. The depot would
have to be at Fremantle, and if the Go-
vernment intended to go on with the work

it was just as well they should get a move
on straight away. If we were to have
the mncr-ease predicted by the Premier the
Government would be behiudhand again,
therefore it was well to get a inue onl and
to provide for the great export which was
to take place next year.

Hon. F. H. Plesse: Where was the ex-
port to go tol

Mr. BOLTON: If the price could be
maintained at anything like what it was
to-day it would he a good thing for the
farmers of this State; and so long as
they could export wheat at a good price,
it did not matter to Western Australia
where the p~roduce went. If it was right
to compliment the Government onl what
they were doing in a satisfactory manner,
it was also right to point out anything on
which one thought they should be con-
deined. In the Lands Department one
found a net increase of £3,379; and
naturally after one had heard of the pro-
gress being made, and about to be made,
one would expect the increase to be in
administration, but one hardly expected
it to be in increases of salaries. He
would be glad to hear of everybody get-
ting increases if we could afford it, but
we were told we could not afford it. The
lower officials were not getting the in-
creases, and it was not the higher paid
officials who were doing all the work.
There was an increase of £1,045 in the
salary column. and a decrease of two
officials. There had beeni an increase of
clerks, and two other officers appointed,
making a total of five. The increase for
the newv officials amounted to £111. If it
was deducted from the £-3,379 there was
a net increase of £2,147, whereas only
three new officials had been added.

The Premier: Where was the £2,000
increase in salaries?

Mr. BOLTON: If the Premier would
reckon up the amnounts he would find
there was all increase of £1,045 in
salaries, and an increase of £111 for new
officials. Then there was an increase in
the item for clerks of £724, there being
three additional clerks in the land selec-
tion branch. Those in receipt of fairly
decent salaries were getting anl increase,
and those in receipt of small salaries were
not getting increases. He must enter his
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protest against this course of action. This
kind of thing took away some of the
praise one naturally gave to the Lands
Department.

The Frontier: Look at item 43.
M1%r. BOLTOiN: The same number of

clerks were employed, Item 43 said, "In-
creases to juniots for the whole division."
This showed that the increases to juniors
,were provided in another item, and not
in that to which the Premier referred.
Though salaries for this year were to be
increased by £2,146, there were only three
additional clerks. It was diffcult to as-
certain who were to receive the increases,
but apparently they were being given to
the mnore highly-paid officials.

Mir. UNDERWOOD did not share in
the jubilation over the large area. of land
sold. Rather should we make some at-
temipt to keep our great heritage of ag'ri-
cultural land for the people who would
come after us. All the efforts of the
Government and of Parliament seemed to
be directed to getting rid of the fee
simple, The member for Katanning
(Hon. F. Hi. Piesse) said that the hard
times in the Eastern States drove their
agriculturists to Western Australia.
Those people caine simply because the
Crown lands in Victoria alid New Southi
Wales had been sold as ours -were
being disposed of now, The land sales
were a, sad feature of our- administration.
Moreover, a man could Lake almost as
much land as be chose, and hold it abso-
lutely fur specuilative purposes. Near the
railway station at Cunderdin thousands of
acres of conditional purchase land had
been held for ninny years, not a tap) being
(lone by way of imiprovement, though
there were improvement conditions. One
block in particnlar of some 1,500 acres
had been held for seven years, and was
still in a virgin state. It was a pity that
a. man could take up land at all unless as
an occupier. INevertheless, the Act pro-
vided thaf lie mnust improve the land;,
consequently those holdings around Cun-
derdin should at once be forfeited. We
were spending £C1,600 a year on a Mel-
bourne office to bring here men who on
their arrival passed by this land held for
speculative purposes, and had to go

twenty or thirty miles farther out. The
land should be for the man who wvas pre-
pared to use it. The member for Katani-
ning said all we wvaated was men of the
right stamp to go on the land. The
stamp that appeared to be getting a fairly
good hold of our land was the stamp that
sat in offices and acted as land agents.
As to the department, the other day hie
(M1r. Underwood) applied at Perth for a
smiall piece of land, and was told he nmust
send the money to Northam. The postal
remittance cost him sixpence. Two or
three days later he received fromi the Nor-
thuam agency an acknowledgmenut of the
amount, "for transmission to the collector
of land revenues, Perth, who will forward
a receipt for the same if the amount is
correctly due and is accepted by the de-
partm ent." Here was an opportunity for
effecting a smnall economy. While on the
subject of Northami, he had been asked
to speak about the laud gazetted as for-
feited, and applied for, the applicant's
money being returned with an intimation
that the rent had been paid. He could
give the Premier particulars of one in-
stance. Land transactions throughout
Australia were not too clean, and people
were always suspicions of them; there-
fore the Lands Department should be ab-
solutely above suspicion. The instanicE
mentioned was the only one he had beard
of. The sumn of £5,500 was set down foi
land guides, and it appeared somewhat
excessive. Another large itemi was thai
of land inspectors.

The CHAIRMTAN: The lion. juemubei
must not now refer specifically to items

Mr'. UNDERWOOD: The inspecton
wvere too highly paid, and if they did noi
do their duty any better than they did i
around ('underdin, 'we could (10 withoul
then, lie had heard of one inspcctoi
who wvas practical1) blind, whereas in
speetors ought4 to he exceptionally sharp
sighted. As to the Mtelbourne office,' on'
could not agree wvith the Treasurer. I
was people already here tlhat induced out
siders to come to the State. The mono'
spent on that office was alnosi entire],
wasted. It was said the office did gooi
work by contradicting false statement
made in the Eastern Press, particularV,
in Victoria. The effect of these statf
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tients during the past twelve or fourteen
.years had been that one-third of the popu-
lation of this State camne from Victoria;
hence we could not have too much Press
criticism., To sp !nd £1.60l to try to
couiiteract such eritirism wa-- a wi'ste of
mioney which could he better spewt here.
This State had the best agricultural land
iii the Comomonwealth, and those who said
}'ederatiu n would strangle us did not
know Western Australia. It would take
two or three Federal Governents to
strangle this State, which could easily
hold its own even if the Federal Govern-
nment were antagonistic; but w,%ithi the as-
sistance it was getting from the Federa-
tion, Western Anstralin would in the not
far distant future he the leading State
in the Commonwealth.

Mr. ANOWIN: Had the Premier taken
action on the Public Service Coinis-
sioner's report? H-ad he* made the in-

creases or decreases of salary reconuen-
dled by the Commissioner or the appeal
board? The Commissioner reported that
the Lands Department appeared to be the
least effective, his opinion being based on
information obtained by personal inter-
views with practically every officer of
the department, by evidence taken on
matters arising befoire the appeal board
or at the hearing of charges laid against
officers, and geiierally by inivestigating the
service. The Commissioner drew atten-
tion also to the Lands, and Colonial Sec-
retary's Departments Overlapping in am-
n-dgratun matters. Hand anything been
done to lprevent this? What was done
in the matter of office accouiniodation, to
which the Comisisioner drew attention 9
Much time was lost through want of or-
ganisation. Because of the number of
small roomis the officers were not under
proper control, and the snperiors were
not able to guide the work in a proper
manner. Was anything likely to be done
in earn ing out the wishes of the Public
Service Commissioner in the direction of
providing proper accommodation, par-
ticularly for the draftsman ? The Minister
was to be congratulated on the number
of officials in this department under the
Public Service Act, because there were
few casual employees in the department.

Other Ministers should follow the ex-
ample set and bring all officers under the
Public Service Comamissioner so that we
would have proper reports laid before
Parliament when dealing with the public
service. It is to be hoped the Premier
would adopt the suggestions of the Com-
missioner for working the department
inure economically than in the past.

Mr. G. IT AYLOR: As mixed farming
was to be the order of the dlay, the far-
anersi should he protected when bringing
their stock to the railway termini by the
Governmneit niak'ing efforts and giving
every facility to clear of all poison. the
roads along, which the stock travelled.
in many cases the roads were covered
with poison which, being greener than the
herbage, presented at menace to. the far-
iner driving his stock for despatch to the
market.

Mr. E. E. IIEITIANN: There were
several complaints one desired to bring
before the Minister in order that the mis-
takes of the past might be avoided in the
future. A person on the goldfields who
had applied for some land Dear Gerald-
ton had to wait seven or eight mlonlths
before obtaining ap~proval of his applica-
tion. It appeared that the land hiad heen
previously surrendered, and the surrender
was not in order, but greater expedition
should be shown by the officers of the
department in getting the approval of ap-
plications. Again land has been sold
which was really Of nO Value. Of course
members representin~g farming consti-
tuencies would say it "'as foolish for per-
sons to take uip the land, but we were
endeavouring to induce men from the
goldfields and people from other countries
not acquainted with our land to settle on
the soil. One mining man took up land
ithe South-West which had been pointed'

out to him by a land guide. On return-
ing to the goldfields with the idea of plac-
ing aman on the land to work it, this
would-be settler had applied to the Agri-
cultural Bank for a loan in progress pay-
ments, but the advance was refused be-
cause the land -was valueless. Seeing that
these men from the goldfields were so
likely to accept the advice of the land
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guide, it was cruet to treat them in this
way. Many such cases had been brought
uinder notice. It seemed from another
complaint that the department were dis-
inclined to adopt a policy of laud settle-
ment on the goldfields simijiar to that
followed in agricultural areas. The land
around Cue and Day flawn had been oc-
cupied for many years by pastoral lessees,
the Government receiving 10s. a thousand
acres. A few years ago a dairy farmer
who supplied Cue and Day Dawn with
milk took up land and had nowv about
100 head of cattle; but this man was
blocked from obtaining land on which to
run the cattle hie had got. Being unable to
get land from the Crown, the da irynman
was forced to rent lanad from those already
leasing it from the Crown, but could not
get a better tenure than a month to month
lease, and these lessees could prevent him
from vgrazing his cattle immediately he
attempted to sell any beef. In a letter
the Premier had informed hint (Mr. Heit-
mann) that this man could only take up
land tinder the Mining Act, but under
that'Act not more than 500 acres could be
taken up. That was too small an area.
Some provision should be made to allow
these big leaseholds to be cut up into
smaller blocks. It would be better for the
country. This mn was prepared to pay
much more than the Government re-
ceived fromn these leaseholders. He would
even have been prepared to buy the land
at third-class rates. Men who would go
in for areas of 30,000 acres should be
studied in preference to men holding
block-s 100,000 acres in extent. There
was another matter in connection with
small holdings on the fields. Men had gone
out from the mines and had taken up land.
These men were still working in the mines
but their object in taking up laud was
to endeavour in the future to get away
from the mining altogether. They should
be encouraged, but instead of that they
were handicapped by the department.
When taking up four or five acres of land
for which the Government at present re-
ceived 10s. per acre they were compelled
to pay £4 or £5 for survey fees and in-
spection and then, if the land was within
two miles of a towusite, they had to pay
two shillings per acre per annumi for 20

years, or if without two miles of a town-
site, sixpence per acre per annum for 20
years must be paid. If they went on to
the land and started gardens, piggeries.
ad pouiltry runs, they should be given
the land so long as there was a resideatial
qualification. People should be en-
cor-aged to go on such lands on the gold-
fields.

The PREMIER (in reply generally)
thanked the Committee for the generous
way in which members had received his
estimates. He could assure members he
was glad to have the suggestions which
had been thrown out. With regard to
the one made by the last speaker, it
would, as suggeosted, be necessary to have
an amendment of existing legislation; but
he would be glad to consider with the
lion, member his proposals with the view
at some future dlate of seeing whether it
would not be possible to carry them out
and enable persons in the proximity of
goldfields towns to acquire land sufficient
to enable them to run a smnall herd. The
inember for Mt. Margaret (Mir. Taylor)
had referred to a matter which was re-
ceiving attention and that was the eradi-
cation of poison on main lines of com-
munication. Two months ago he sent out
a circular to roads boards asking them to
give an estimate and a suggestion as to
what roads in their districts should be
cleared of poison and as to the cost.
Apparently the boards took it to mean
every road in their district, for the result
was that such an estimate had been sent
in as would astonish most people. He
had directed the inspectors of the various
districts to send in a plan showing the,
main lines that should be used as stock
,routes and setting forth approximately-
the area that would have to be cleared of
poison, so as to make some provision for
the eradication of the pest. Several set-
tiers haed experienced very serious losses
owing to the poison not having been
eradicated. The main trouble had existed
lately owing to the fact that the land now
was settled so closely that they could not
adopt the previous methods of malting
detours in order to avoid the poison
country. Travelling cattle had now to
follow the surveyed tracks and conse-
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quently severe losses had been suffered.
The member for Pilbarra (Mr. Under-
'wood) had referred to the fact that large
areas had been taken uip and in many
eases very little had been done in the
way of improving them. He gave one
instance where in the neighbourhood of
Ctmderdin 1,500 acres had been taken up
and no improvements had been effected
in seven years. If the member could
back that statement uip with facts he
would see that the land was forfeited
within the next month. He was endeav-
ouning to make provision for these cases
by inserting on the lithographs the date
of approval of selection, so that anyone
travelling through the country could for-
ward to the Lands flepartment an inti-
niation to the effect that certain land had
been taken up for so long and that
apparently no improvements had been
made on it. It would then he the duty of
the department to inspect the land and,
if the statement was borne out by facts.
the land should be forfeited; if it was not
forfeited he would be glad for members
to draw his attention to it. The mnember
for East Fremantle bad referred to the
question of office accommodation in re-
gard to the draftsmen. He believed that
at the present time some provision was
made whereby the chief draftsman was
able to control his staff in a better manner
than had hitherto heen the case. As to
the restricted areas the mnember for
Katanning bad referred to the fact that
under the new Land Act areas were very
munch restricted and the conditions of
inprovements were very much more
stringent than they were previously.
Reference was also made to the fact that
large areas had been closed uip. He had
explained that in his opening and had
said it was necessary that 'these areas
should be reserved pending survey. Al-
though it had the effect possibly of
affording some disappointment at the
time, he felt sure that the result of their
being able to give a prompt reply to
applications for land would more than
compensate for the temporary inconveni-
ence created. With regard to the refer-
ence made by the Leader of the
Opposition to the water supply question,
the two places he referred to were

Tamnimin and Meckering, and the Minister
for Works told hilu he had ruing lip
his department and was informed that
there had been no applieations refused,
provided that the guarantee was put up.
If the membher would give him particulars
of the ease he would make inquiies with
the iiew of seeing whether it would not
be possible to meet the wishes of the
people, provided that they were prepared
to put uip the necessary guarantee.

[Votes and Items discussed.]

Subdivision 1-Land Salaries. £29,060.
Item - 16 Clerks, Correspondence

Branch, £.2,806:
Mr. TROT: There were a number of

increases, the amount in excess of last
year being £234. Who were the officers
to whom these increases were given 9

The PREMIER: There was practically
only an increase of £26 as compated with
the vote of last year, but it was an in-
crease of £235 as compared with the sumt
expended. The reason for the difference
was that the position of one of the officers
prcivided for last year was not filled.
The salary of the principal clerk was
at £C266 a year for six months and at
£262 a year for six months, the alteration
being niade as a result of classification.
Apparently that officer had been reduced
by E8. The next officer mentioned was
M1r. Spencer, who received a salary at
the rate of £253 for six mionths and £C256
for the second six months. Apparently
hie was suffering from a decrease of £4
per annum as the result of classification;
he -was the correspondence registrar and
had charge of the record office.

Iteni-Packer, £100;
Mr. ANGW-IN: As a result of inquiry

into the stores branches of the various
departments conducted by an inquiry
board some time ago, it Was suggested
that all these branches should be brought
under one head and so lessen the cost of
control. Apparently this was not being
done, as provision was now being miade
for an assistant to the storekeeper in the
Lands Department.

Tie PREMIER: There was a proposal
on foot, as the result of the inquiry made
by the board, to concentrate the stores
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branches of the various departments; but
it was found that the officer in charge of
the stores branch at the Lands Depart-
merit must hare extra assistance pending-
the scheme suggested by the inquiry hoard
beinig brought into effet.

Item-35 Clerks, Land Selection
Branch, £5,892 : I

Mr. TROY: There were th-ree addi-
tional clerks provided for uinder this
heading and the increase to the total sumn
for salaries was £724. Were increases
given to any particular officers I

The PREMIER: The principal increase
was in the salary of 1Mr. Morris and this
wvas the result of the classification. He
raceived at the rate of £356 a year for
six mionthis and at the rate of £375 a
year for six months. He was in charge
of the land selection branch and of all
the inspectors. and was one of the finest
officers in the department. Mr, Morris
had a thorough koowledge-of the work of
the department, and] the increase given
him by the Public Serviee Commissioner
was well mnerited. [Mr. Bath: The ser-
vices of the chief inspector had heen
dispensed with.] That was so. Of thle
increase the stum of £200 was accounted
for by the fact that the position for
which the salary was provided was not
filled last year. It was reinstated, how-
ever, this year and] the appointment had
been mnade rather than that thle suni
should he sp)ent for temporary aissistance.
The samne remarks applied to a salary of
£180. This Stil had been reinstated this
year and a permanent officer had been
appointed. Owing to the increased cor-
respondence it was absolutely necessary
that the item should be reinstated. Pro-
vision was also muade for the appointment
of another clerk at £150. That position
had not yet been filled hut was advertised
for. These items practically made up
the increase between the estimate for this
year and the actual expenditure of last.

Mr. BATH: Was it intended at any
future time to mnake a farther appoint-
ment in regard to the chief inspectorship
of lands, 9 And in the case of permanent
appointments, did the Public Service
Commissioner make a recommendation in
each case ?

The PREMIER: It was not proposed
to [appoinit a chief inspector, as it was
considered that the officer controlling the
sob-department could do the work, and
it was not desired to make farther per-
itient app~oinitiments unless absolutely

necessary. It was thought that Mr.
Morris could do the additioural work, as
tile branch was relieved of sonie of the
work along the Great Sotithiern line.

MIr. .BATH -. Did the Public Service
Conitnissioner miake recommendations ix
tie other cases 9?

The PREMIER: All the appointments
were mlade through the Public Service
Cornmissionter.

Itcmi-12 Inspectors of Lands £2,610:
Mr. STUART: Was it true that one of

thle inspeCtol s was blind 9
The PI{EIIHER was not aware of any

inspector being blind.
Mr. BATH: The officer referred to

held a position ntuder the department and
also uinder the Agricultural Department.
A mnber of settlers had stated that the
ofticer was not entirely blind, but h is
sighlt was so defective that hie had to be
led about by a boy in order to carr~y out
his work, which was a handicap to the
depa rtmient.

I tern-Travelling and transport allow-
MneCH, £1,300:

Mr. HEITMANN asked for inforinm-
tion.

TCie PREM[ER1: A sum (of £;150 per
annumn was allowed to each inspector,
who provided, as a rule, two horses and a
buggy and iris maintenance.

Mr. BATH: Thle Railway D)epartmient
were rraking special carriages so that the
inispectors could carry their horses with
themu. Did the department intend to
make a saving 'by this 9

The PREIER: The work of the eon-
ditional purchase inspectors was limited
to certain districts arid they were riot
required to use the railway at all. The
inspectors -under the agicultural bank
had to travel a considerable distance, arid
he presumied the accommodation referred
to wvas provided for them.

Mr1% BATH: Did not some of the lands
inspectors carry (Jut agricultural bank
work also 9
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The PREMIER : Occasionally. Two
inspectors were recently transferred from
the Lands Department to the Agricultural
Bank.

Item-S Clerks, Roads and Reserves
Branch. £1,358:

Air. TROY: There was anl increase in
this item of £234; did this represent the
appointment of an additional officer ?

Thle PREMINIER: This was made up by
the transfer of an officer who was
separately shown onl last year's Estimates.

flew-District Land Commissioner

Mr. ANOGWIN: Was this, appointment
made by the Public Service Cominis-
sioner I

The PREMIER: This officer was Mr.
Partner who, on last year's Estimates was
put dowii as chief land agent. The ap-
pointinent was made by the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner on the recommendation
of the Und~r Secretary for Lands. This
otiei had exceptional knowledge, llaving
been a district land agent. He had a
knowledge also of the various Land Acts.
He would make his headquarters at
Katanning as soon as the preliminary ar-
rangenents were completed.

Mr. ANOWIN : We were told that
officers who were receiving a salary more
than was recommnended by the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner had to be reduiced each
year for five years until the salary was
brought down to thle classification. The
Public Service Commissioner in dealing
with this officer recomimended a maximum
salary of £315. Mr. Farmier app~ealed
against this classification, and the appeal
board dismissed the appeal. He had now
been appointed district land commissioner.
Were the duties increased after thle Public
Service Commissioner dealt with the posi-
tion ? This was the second case in which
a highly paid officer's salary had been in-
creased instead of being decreased.

The PREMIER : This position was
classified by the Public Service Cosunnis-
sioner, and the salary for the position
was reduced from £,500 to £315. There
was no doubt the position -was a mis-
nomier. Thle duties the officer carried out
were not worth the amount paid. This

officer had now been appointed district
land commissioner with power to approve
of applications. When applications were
sent in he had to visit the various districts
and give his approval. In cases where
there were two or more applicants for
land a board was appointed comprising
the district commissioner, the local land
agent, and some other person iii the dis-
trict, and this board decided onl simul-
taneous applications, which rendered it
unnerfessary for witnesses to be brought
to Perth to give evideiice before the land
selectioni board. The duties this officer
had to fulfil were important, and mnore
responsible than hie carried out previously.
Heo had had exceptional experience iti the
Lands Department, and was qualified to,
administer the Land Act. Then Comniis-
sioner concurred in the appointment of
this officer. Uessrs. Fantner and MorrTis
were responsible in the first instance for
the recommendation as to decentralisa-
tion.

1Mr. Johnsson : Did the Public Service
Commissioner endorse the appointmniet ?

The PREMIER:- Yes.
.1r. Angwin : Did the Public Service

Commissioner recoimmend the appoint-
nient of this officer at £E500.

The PREMIER : Yes. The decentra-
lisation scheme was not aipproved by the
Commissioner at finst, but he (the Pre-
mlier) was desirous that it should have a
trial, and it was eventuially arranged that
anl ap~pointmnlt should be made. Instead
Of maigtwo appointments it was de-
cided to make one to see how the scee
worked, and Mr. Farmer was appointed
to the position with the concurrence of
thie Pliblic Ser-vice Commissioner.

Mr. Scaddan : When was the appoint-
nmeiit muade 9

The PREMIER : In June last year.
M1r. Scaddan: How was the expendi-

ture for last year accounted for 9
Thle PREMTIER : This ofier carrici1

out certain duties last year as Chief Land
Agent.

Mr. TROY: The position quite war-
ranted the salary; but it was generally
understood that the officer was not fitted
for the position. People who knew him
well -said that be was somewhat lacka,-
daisical.. and not very energetic. He

Estimates:
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(1Mr. Troy) had heard from ex-Ministers
for Lands that they did not think highly
of the officer's qualifications. For this
office the most capable man available,
whether in the State or outside, should be
found.

Mr. SCADDAN: The title was "Dis-
trict Land Commissioner," and for last
year £4S2 was provided. Mr. Fanner
did not hold the position last year. To
whom was the salary p)aid, and why was
the increase of £18?

The PREMIER had already explained
tlhat this newv position was created by the
decentralisation proposals. Last year
the officer, Mr. Farmer, was called Chief
Land Agent. The duties of District
Land Commissioner were thought to be
worth £500, though the Public Service
Commissioner (lid not think the Chief
Land Agent's work worth more than £315.
Mir. Farmner was selected for the new
position, and the position of Chief Land
Agent, an entirely different office, was
abolished.

Item (Information Bureau)-Officer-
in-Charge £590:

Mr. ANGWIN: According to the Pub-
lie Service Commissioner's report on this
officer's appeal, hie was labouring under a
sense of injustic6 due to the action
alleged to have been taken some years
ago. wvhich the board considered a fit sub-
ject for inquiry though outside its juri.s-
diction. Had anything been donel

The PREMIER: Several members had
agreed with his action in appointing Mr.
Haniford immigration lecturer in the
Eastern States. The injustice of which
Mr. Hanford complained was that seven
years ago he was promised the position
of Deputy Surveyor General. The then
Premier, notwithstanding the Minister's
recommendation, decided not to appoint
such an officer, and though the recoin-
inendation had reached the Executive the
appointment was never made, but Mr.
Hanford then became Chief Land Agent.
Had hie been appointed to the other office
he wvould have taken precedence over all
the surveyors except the Surveyor
General. Mr. Ranford was apparently
satisfied with the present position, and

would doubtless do good work for the
State.

Mr. BATH: The Premier was some-
what in error as to Mr. Hanford's griev-
once. So far as one could gather from
the files, it app~eared MAr. Hanford was in
the direct line of succession to the Suir-
veyor General, both by length of service
and ability. But hie was appointed
Chief Land Agent, took six months' long
leave, the first in some thirty years;
while absent his billet was filled; and on
his return he was put in charge of the
paltry information bureau in Cathedral
Avenue. He made complaints against
other officers; an inquiry was held; and
he did not receive justice but hie had to
pay costs. Mr. Hopkins, then Minister
for Lands, was in fault; for he somehow
conceived the idea that Air. Ranford
when on holiday wished to retire from
the service, whereas the officer's health
had broken down.

Air. Anguiln: That Minister had offered
Air. Ranford a pension to retire.

Mrl. BATH: When Minister for Lands
hie (Air. Bath) thought it farcical that
Mir. Hanford should be in the Informa-
tion Bureau, where he himself felt he
could not do justice to the department.
It was gratifying to know that Mr. Ran-
ford was in his present position,. and we
must agree with the Public Service Comn-
mlissioner that Mir. Ranford's case was
one for inquiry.

Item (Information Bureau) -Clerk
£E260:

Mr. BATH: Did the Premier intend
to. retain this so-called establishment and
pay this salary, q

The PREMIER : The officer, Mir.
Fry, who was also a licensed surveyor,
answered a considerable number of in-

quiries. His services were often utilised
in reporting and making valuations for
the Lands Department. When special
leases were applied for, he generally re-
ported and advised as to the annual value
that should be fixed. His professional
knowledge was of great use in this po-
sition, where lie was doing good work.
Members might have seen his recently
published Guide to Settlers, for which he
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iad been complimented by the Press and
)ractieal men.

Mr. BATH had no wish to attack the
)ffieer, and was g-lad of the information.
rhe Bureau would not jnstify the paying
)f £260 for a clerk. The institution was
)f little use, and its paraphernalia would
tot impress intending settlers.

Item (Melbourne Agency) -Arears
accrued on aplpeal, £40:

Mr. T. L. BROWN: How could there
tie arrears in respect of the 'Melbouirne
Agency, only recently established?

The PREMIER: This should have
ippeared as a, distinct item, as the amount
was provided to pay off stums deducted
from salaries (luring the last financial
year, but now granted by the appeal
board, which revised the C ommissioner's
3lassification.

Subdivision 2 - Surveys, Salaries
£25,510:

Agreed to without remark.

Subdivision 3-Lands ContingIencies,
£12,300:-

Itemi-Caves Board Grant, £E1,000:
Mr SCADDAN: There was an increase

of £200 on this vote, to which lie had
always taken exception, because we could
do better with the money in developing
the resources of the State than in develop-
ing and beautifying caves which only a
small section of the community could
visit. There would not be so much ob-
jection to the grant if the caves were near
Perth, where they could be visited by
people from all parts of the State; but
situated as they were, they could( only be
visited by the elite, In view of" the
finances it would be preferable to reduce
the item instead of increasing- it. He
moved an amendment-

That the item be reduced bq £200.

The PREMIER: Hon. members visiting
the caves would] know that it was abso-
lutely necessary for sufficient money to
be devoted to their upkeep. These caves
were considered by many good judges to
be far superior to the Jenolan Caves, on
which the New South Wales Government
spent many thousands of pounds. but the

Caves Board had last year been impressed
with the necessity to econioniise, and the
vote had been reduced fromn £1,500 to
£800. However, the suni was found in-
sufficient and the hoard bad overrun the
constable, so that it was necessary this
year to increase thie grant. This money
"'as not restricted to the Busselton dis-
trict; it was also spent on the eaves at
Wauneroo, which were within easy reach
of Perth, The matter had been
thoroughly inquired into, and it would
he unwise after spending so much on
the caves,' to allow them to get into a
state of disrepair. The money was
spent very carefully by the lhon-
orary board responsible for the ex-

penditure.

[11r. H 'udson took the Chair.1

Mr TAYLOR: This item "'as generally
freely discussed by members. Unfortu-
natelyv, we had not the Caves Board's
report before uts this year.

The Premier: The report was typed;
hut the board was not allowed to print it.

Mr. TAYLOR: The eaves and the
roads leading to them had cost many
thousands of pounds, and in past years
there was. always vigorous opposition to
any expenditure in this direction. The
Government should insist upon the hoard
econonusing and endeavouring to make
the caves a paying concern. In other
parts of Australia such places were pay-
ing concerns. WVhat was of more im-
portance to the State than caves and
sight-seeing places was the fact that we
had to curtail our- education vote and
that there were many places w;here child-
ren were not reeiving education. Seeing
that the board had overrun the constable
last year, there was no0 proof they would
not do the same again this year, and get
another increase oil thle next Estimates.
When the matter was before the House
previously the same arg uents were
advanced by the Glovernment, that as
such huge suins had been expended in
the past we should spend imure; in other
words, because we had sinned in the
past we should sin in the future. It was
a wrong policy to follow. The item
should be reduced aiid the caves should
be put on a paying basis.

Estimatm:
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Mr. HOLMAN: These cares and the
roads leading to them had cost the State
£50,000, and there had been no return
for the expenditure. The promise had
been given years before that in a short
time the caves would be revenue-produc-
ing, but they were not, and we continued
to spend all this money in order to enable
a few deadheads to visit them, So large
an expenditure should be countena nced
no longer. When it was remembered that
many prospectors had to pay au euor-
mous price for water and that many died
throug-h inability to obtain medic al at-
tendance, it would be realised that the
time had come for grants now being mnade
for pleasure resorts to he utilised for the
necessities of the people in the back
blocks. Many "dead-heads" went to the
eaves at thne expense of the State, and
that was described as being of benefit to
the country. A work that was very badly
needed was the construction of a road be-
tween Peak Bill and Nannine. It would
cost £C1,000, and the result would be to
reduce the distance by 25 miles, j The
Minister for Works: An officer of the de-
partment reported against it.] Other
mnen who knew the country better than
that officer had reported favourably onl
the road. If it were constructed the
east of cartage would be greatly reduced
and the result would be the saving of
thousands of pounds. However, instead
of spending the nioney onl such a work,'
which would be reproductive, the Govern-
ment was voting it to a, mere pleasure
resort. It ianst be admitted that the
caves were beautiful, but they should not
be farther beautified at the expense of
the unfortunate People in the hack coun-
try. Very manly prospectors at Southern
Cross; had been forced to close their mines
down onl account of the cost of water.
Again, at Meekatharra the cost of water
to prospectors for crushing alone amount-
ed to 3s. per ton. [The M1inisler for
Mines: That report was exaggerated.1
Anyhow, the charge for water was 6s.
per thousand gallons for crushing pur-
poses. Rather than spend this money on
the eaves, it would be better to make a
reduction in the price of water there, or
open up roads in the agricultural district.

The necessities of life should he provided
before luxuries.

The PREMIIER: It was a pity that two,
of the members who had protested against
the vote did not adopt a similar course at
a time when they wvere members of a
M1inistry' . He would point out that at
that time the Government of w'hich they
were members. provided £:3,000 for th~e
caves, or an increase of £2,000 onl the pre-
ceding vote.

21r. Hd~man: That was because a pro-
mise was made that no ]lore mloney would
be required for the caves.

The PREMIER : Perhaps the lion.
member would accept a similar promise,
from him. Anyhow, the fact remlained
that whereas the Government to which the
hon. members belonged increased the vote
by £2,000 in one year, the present Gov-
ernment were only asking for an increase
of £200. It was admitted that the caves.
wvere worthy of the admiration of visitors
to the State, and it would he a great pity
if, for the sake of £200, they failed to
provide properly for maintenance and
up-keep.

Mr. T. L. BROWN protested against
the increase in the vote. In the initiatory
stages it wvas necessary that the vote for
the caves should be much larger than they
were niow, and this was the reason why the
vote was so much larger at the time when
the Labour Government were in power,
The eaves were now developed, and the
board sholid try and keep expenditun(
within reasonable bounds. Mention ha
been made of the condition of affairs noui
pertaining on the fields, People settling
on the land required facilities for getting
their produce to market and the Govern.
incur should consider these people rathei
than increase a vote for luxuries. If thi
Government could afford to reduce thi
dniuLnt for assistance which had heew
given in the past to settlers onl the land
then theyv should not increase a vote foi
pleasure.

Mr. STUART supported the amend
;nent, ntot that he did not appreciate tb.
beauty of the eaves, but the Governmen
hand treated in Such a scurvy manner th
hospitals, the municipalities and th
roads boards. We should not pander b

[ASSEMBLY.] lands and Surveys.
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a class who could afford to visit these
beauty spots, for there were far more
deserving objects to which the money
could be placed.

The TREASURER (member for Sus-
sex) could understand the opposition of
members to the item if the country were
beingr starved in every direction; but the
fact was that the Government were pro-
viding nil the facilities of transit to which
the ineniber for Gci-aldlton referred, and
also providing all facilities for education

to which the mnember- for Aft. Margaret
referre *d; the Goveronent were also pro-
viding heathful resorts such as were to be
found in the Caves district. There was
no centre where a respectable number of
children could be found that did not re-
ceive educational facilities, and there was
no centre where the parents of children
could not get a capitation grant if five
or six children were found iii the locality.
To argue th en that we must cease to
beautify the spot given to its by nature
and which wvere utilised by all sections of
the community was nonsense. Members
could not mention one person who visited
the Caves at the expense of the Govern-
ment.

Mr. Hol4man: Would the Treasurer
place a return onl the table showing the
numnher otf ',deadheads" who visited the
Caves ?

The TIIEASURlER: Certainly, if the
return were moved for. Those persons
who &rived benefit fromt the Caves wvere
persons who could] ill-afford to spend
money in t ravellig about for pleasure.
The coup)on system inaugurated by the
Caves Board had worked admirably, and
last year 2,249 pers~ons took advantage of
the coupon system. The Caves in this
State were said to be, by those who knew,
second to none in the Commonwealth. If
members talked about reducing the vote,
they might as well strike it out altogether
and close tip the Caves, and if they did
that they should close up the various
parks. Why should there be ainy place
at all for recreation in the State? Close
up the whole of the places, and leave
people to take to the bush for recea-
dion!£ When the Labour Government
were in power in 1904-5, they placed a

sum of £3,000 on the Estimates, and the
Caves were not in their initiatory stages
then more than at the present time.

31r. Holman: The money was to pay
for the Accommodation-house which had
previously been started.

The TREASURER: Portion of this
iteni of £1,000 wvas for the renovation of
the Accommodation-house. Visitors to
the Caves furnished a considerable profit
to the railways. The 2,249 persons who
visited the Caves would represent a return
of at least £3,000 to the railways, which
would not be earned by the railways if we
had not the Caves f or people to visit.
The sum was only £200 more than was
provided last year, though there had been
considerable expenditure iii opening up
the new caves at Yanchip, where grounds
were being laid out and a caretaker was
placed inl charge. These Caves were a
great attraction, and within easy distance
of Perth and Fremantle. Why all this
opposition to health resorts? The board's
balance-sheet showved the excellent work
of the Caves Board and its secretary, who
earned an annually increasing profit to
the State by the issue of coupons.

[Mfr. Daqiish i-esunied the Chair.]

)Ir. BATH recognised, in the indirect
profit secnred by the railwvays, some justi-
hecation for this expenditure. 'The caves
attracted visitors who night othervise go
East for a holiday. But members had
no definite informiation as to the income
derived fronm this large outlay. The New
Zealand Tourists Department earned a
considerable profit. Our expenditure on
the South-West Caves was large, includ-
ing the initiatory cost of roads, which
served few people except visit'bfrs to the
Caves. Muhic more thickly-settled dis-
tricts could not get one-tenith of the
amount for roads. The whole expendi-
ture was wrong fronm the start. Before
the Caves w-ere popularised. and wvhen
visitors werie few, the Government built
an expensive accommodation-hocuse, re-
sulting in a heavy loss. But immediately
the Caves were popularised by the coupon
system and lavish advertisements, the
house was leased to a private person.
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The Treasurer: The Government had
been losing on it £600 a year.

31r. BATH: Yes; and as soon as a
profit was possible private enterprise was
encouraged to stelp in. Year after year
we were informed that these votes wvere
the last required. There should be a
clear understanding whether the Caves
were to be a permanent burden on the tax-
lpayer, or whether they would in a reason-
able time show a profit. What Could
justify the expenditure of new Caves
wvhen, owing to the falling revenue, neces-
sary facilities in agricultural and mining
districts could not be provided? At this
rate we should soon have a cave for each
Minister to bide in on the inevitable day
of reckoning. Last year the Treasurer
assured us the vote had been reduced, out
of a desire to economise in view of the
deficit. Was ndt the financial, position
worse this year?

Mr. AiNGWIN :The amount pro-
vided on the Estimates for Caves and
roads to them amounted to about £1 per
head for every visitor to the Caves.
Where was the addition to the railway
revenue in that I There was a sum of
£330 provided for repairs to the Accom-
niodation-hoase. Who received the rent
from the Accommnodation-house q Did
the board have that to expend in ad-
dition to the amount provided on the
Estimates ? If so, the amendment was
justified. It would be better to have
railway communication with the Caves,
because then they would attract more
visitors. As for the Yanchep, Caves, it
was proposed by the board to have gar-
dens and parks laid out. There was one
gentleman who sat on most of the boards
in the State. It would be well not to
have him oil so many boards, for when-
ever he was on a board the grant for the
board was 'increased.

Mr. Ewving : That gentleman did a
lot for the State.

Mr. ANGWIN :Anybody could do
a lot of wvork wvhen there was plenty of
money with which to do it.

The Treasurer :The Labour Govern-
ment dlid not reduce the vote.

Air. ANGWIN Because the money
had been expended before the LabourF
Government came into office. As for

these boards, they wvere a curse to the
countryv. It would be well to abolish the
Caves Board and take Mr. Robinson,
who was a splendid officer, into one of
the Government departments. Thea the
Caves would he run much cheaper and
more to the advantage of the State.

'Mr. EWING : The idea of opening
the Caves originally' was to provide a
place of recreation for the people, par-
ticularly those on the goldflelds ;and
a large proportion~ of the visitors to the
Caves caine from the groldfields, so that
it was surprising that some mnembers op-
picsite opposed the vote. Those visiting
the Caves during the 'year must have cir-
culated £10,000 in doing so. This item
would not greatly affect the giving of
facilities to outlying centres, and there
"as already a fairly large programnme on
the Estimates for that purpose. With
regard to this board, we must remember
that it was all honorary work in con-
nection with park boards, caves boards,
and roads boards ; and wve should give
every credit for the wvork these boards
were doing. and not try to traduce
the members of them. Thle gentleman
referred to by the member for East
Fremnantle had done great service to the
country.

Mr. SCADDAN The goldfields people
had not the same advantages for visiting
the Caves as people in the coastal dis-
tricts. The coupons were issued only
lbetween Perth and Busselton.

The Minister for Mines : There were
sp~ecial excursions from the goldflelds to
Busselton.

Mr. SCADI)AN : See how that worked
out. The average excursion fare per
mile from Kalgoorlie to Husselton worked
out at .619d. per mile second-class, and
3S9d, per mile first class. From Perth
to Busselton, where the coupons were
in force, the cost was .373d. per mile
second-class, and .745d. for first-class.
He would like to knowv whether the
coupons wvere dearer than the ordinary
excursion fares. It was useless for
members to argue that the funds were
provided for the special benefit of gold-
fields people. It was desirable that
people on the goldflelds should be in-
duced to leave there every year, but the
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railway department thought otherwiise,
for they charged the excursion fares 100
per cent. higher to Perth from the fields,
than from one part of the coast to an-
other.

The Minister for Railways : Special
rates had been brought out this year for
the journey from the fields to Busselton.
Perhaps the hon. member had not yet
seen them.

Mr. SCAIDDAN: The people on the
fields had no great desire to go to Bus-
gelton. He bad not seen those new rates.
The Treasurer had made a statement
that the Caves were run for the bene-
ft of the whole community, but he must
4ave a peculiar idea of what constituted
the whole community, considering that
last year 2,240 people visited the Caves,
while the population of the State was
260,000. The additional amount of £200
would provide school facilities in differ-
ent districts. Hfe had mentioned a
,ase where 13 children were growing up
in ignorance for want of a school teacher,
notwithstanding the fact that a hailt was
available for use as a school. The
Education Department was approached
-)u this matter -some time ago, and they
said that if certain conditions were com-
plied with by the persons owning the
iall, a teacher would be appointed.
Those conditions werc complied with,
but the reply was received from the de-
partmient that the matter was having
farther consideration.

vie Minister for Education: There
,vas a school within four miles of that

Dlce.
Mr. SCADl)AN: The Treasurer would

eake care that his children were not forced
to walk four miles to and from school.

The Treasurer: They did not attend the
liational Schools.

Mr. SCADDAN would continue to op-
)086 any suggzested increases of the

'baracter of the one under discussion so
'long as additional educational facilities
,vere needed in the outback country.

Mr, J1. BREBBER: Some time ago
flien the people on the goldfields kept
heir wives and families in the Eastern
4tates and used to leave Western Austra-
ia every year for their holidays, it xvas
;uggested that everything possible should

he done to make the national beauty spots
of the State so attractive that the people
would see fit to spend their holidays in
this country. We spent money to de-
velop our places of amiusemient and enter-
tainmuent, such as the Museum, the King's
Park, the Zoological Gardens, so as to
keel) the people in the State. Carrying
out that policy the Government had'
opened up the road to the Caves, and
were only doing what the Governments of
New South Wales and New Zealand had
done. Am-nerica also did the same thing.
We should make the country attractive to
tourists, who would come here and spend
their mooney in the State. In place of the
continual sneers fromn the Opposition, the
Government should have their support in
making the country better than it was.
Mermbers should not run down the country
in which they derived their livelihood.
The Opposition used every endeavour to
prevent anything that lent itself to the
pleasures, a musenments, and instruction of
the p~eople.

Mr. VERYARD: What proportion of
this amnount would go for the improve-
ment of the Yanchep CavesV Uip to the
present time niot a single ornamental tree
had heen planted in the neighbourhood of
these eaves. A fence had been erected
and a stone building was there which was
utterly useless. Somne moiiey had been
sp)ent on an embankment along the shores
of the lake and a screen had been erected
for bathers; but at the present tinic
persons visiting the Yancliep Caves had
to travel through eight or ten miles of
heavy sand. Some mioney should be voted
for the making of a road to the eaves.

Mr-. ANG WIN: The Caves Board was
useless. All that body thought of doimig
was to obtain as much money froni the
Government to waste. In regard to the
Yanchep Caves a magnificent plan had
been drawni but iiothing else had been
done and the member for the district
should see that some money was spent in
improving the approach to these Caves.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the followving result:-

Ayes
Noes

12

Majority against I

Eetimales:

5
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AYES. NOES.
Mr. Angwin Air. RarnEtt
Mr. Bath Mr. Brebber
Mr. T. L. Brow Mr. Cowoher
Mr. Collier Mr. Daper
Kr. Homan~ Mr. Eddy
Kr. Hudson Mr. Ewing
Mr. Seaddan Mr. Gregory
Mr. Stuat Mr. Hayard
Mr. Underood Mr. Layanu

Mr. VryardMr. Male
Mr. werar Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Heitauao (Te). Mr. Monger

Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. Price
Mr. A. J. Wilson
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Gordo. (Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.

Iteni-Melbourne Agency £900:
Mr T. L. BROWN asked for explana-

tion.
Tile PREMIER: Some £400 was ap-

portioned to rent. We were advertising
in about 30 country newspapers, at a
cost of a little over £E200. The balance
was for incidental expenses, including a
caretaker at £1 a wveek.

Item-Grant to National Physical La-
boratory (expended in previous year)

Mr. SCADDAN: Though no provision
was made in last year's Estimates, £C100
had been expended. Why?

The PREMIER: The information was
not at the moment available.

The CHAIRMAN: As there was no
sum set down, the item did not call for
discussion. The lhon. member might give
notice of a question.

Subdivision 4 - Surveys £39,075-
agreed to.

Total vote for Lands and Surveys,
£106,554, put and passed.

Vote-Voods and Forests, £7,194:
The PREM.NIER: For last year the

estimated revenue of this branch was
£C20,300 and the estimated expenditure
£5.663. The actual receip~ts wvere £E27,73
and the actual expenditure was £8,270;
the revenue having th us been under-
Estimlatedl by £P2.500, while the expendi-
ture wvas £600 in excess of the estimiate.
The estimated revenue for this year was
approximately £22,000 and tile estinmated
expenditure £7,194. Information as to

the actual revenuie received to date waw
not available, but there was every likeli-
hood that the. anticipation would be yea.
uised. The only new departure in con-
nection wvith the branch wvas that durint
last year the results of the experimental
planting of pines at the Hamel Statf
Nursery had encouraged the Goverumenil
to extend these operations, and quite re.
cently a large area had been reserved in
the neig-hbourhiood of the Ludlow River
with the object of having 100 acres
planted with the pinus insignia, which
pine appeared to be suitable for that por-
tion of the State. Tenders had been
called for clearing, fencing, and plough-
ing this area, and a suitable reserve had
been made round the 100 acres reserve.
Members would gain sonic idea of the
rapid growvth of this pine when informed
that quite receintly one of the trees, aftet
eight years' growth, had been sent it
Bayley's mill at Armadale to see what
it could p.roduce in the way of fruit
cases, and bad turned out 42 fruit cases
of various sizes. The tree was 54ft. 4in.
long with a l6in, diameter three feet
from the ground and a mean girth of
2ft. Tin. While we realised we had
many timbers suitable for fruit cases,
many of them were too heavy. It was
necessary to reduce the weight of fruit
cases as much as possible; eight pounds
was the usual weight, but a blackbutt
fruit case wvould run as high as 13 pounds.
The fruit cases made from the pine tree
would be on exhibit at the Show, next
week as evidence of wvhat could be done
by encouraging the growvth of this pine.
Many thousands of fruit cases were im-
ported last year; and if by the growth
of soft woods wve could make all our own
fruit eases, it would be an industry well
worth encouraging. He had been waited
on by various nurserymen last year with
a reqnest that the department should dis-
continue the free distribution of trees;
but lie had not thought it advisable to
curtail the free distribution on the gold-
fields where the natural timber had been
depleted, and where we should do all we
could to encouraige the growth of trees.
During the year several sawrmill per-
mits had been granted tunder the Amend-
ing Act of 1904; and with the exception
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-of one case of which members knew
-something, the conditions had been ob-
served and there was every indication
that the new systemn of tenure was prefer-
able to the old.

Mr. BATH: It was pleasing to hear
the Premier had decided not to acquiesce
in the desire to prevent the frtee distribu-
tion of trees, especially on the gold fields,
because it was recognised that the denu-
dation of the timber had a material effect
for the worse on the climiate ; and it was
pleasing to hear of the sucees of the pine
plantations. They had been carried out
at a mninitmm cost by the employment of
prison labour, and good work htaul been
dlone by the Forestry fDeportincot. In
Victoria the sum of £600 p)er acre had
been derived from pines planted years
ago. There was one anomaly in this de-
partment. If we had an expert gentle-
man carrying out the work of this depart-
lient, one well acquainted with technical
Weails, the position would be worth a
nucli larger salary than that paid to the
aresent Acting Inspector Genieral. 'The
ine would come when we wort!( have to

leal with the question, as every other
iation had at the present time. In Japan
Lprofit of £,400,000 a. year was derived

'roi timber reserves, apnd in that coun-
ry there was a system of planig cami-
ilmor trees which it was expected woul,,d be
vorth. twenty-five millions in 20 years'
ime. They were doing much in this di-
-ection in India and other countries.
3me of the Rhodes scholars sent from
kustralia were studying foreshy in the
ild country with the view of securing tp-
mintments in the Indian Forestry De-
iartment ; it was a pity we in Australia
onid not secure the advantages (f their
ervices. The Government should go in
or re-altorestation on a scientific basis,
ot only to preserve our local timbers but
]so for planting timbers such as pines,
Thich would prove of assistance in the
mture. The increased expenditure in
be department had been rendered neces-
ary by the new regulations which re-
nired more forest rangers ; but as we
ad gained increased revenue from the
peration of the royalty system it way2 of
dxantagc to the State.

Item-Acting Inspector General of
Forests, £300:

Mr. ANGWIN : The Public Service
Commissioner classified this officer, Mir.
Richairdson, at £230 maximum. 'Was the
officer doing extra work for the £300 1
If the Government could not carr-y "Lit Ikie
Public Service Act, the Act should be re-
pealed.

The PREIER : Although certain
amendments might be introdneed in the
Public Service Act, he could not ag)ree
that the measure should he repealed. As
to the officer in question, thle salary put
down originally for the Inspector General
of Forests was £600; but Mr. Richard-
son, who was secretary of the department,
bad been acting as inspector general for
some years. In the public service classi-
fication the office of clerk in charge of
the woods and forests branch was set
down at £230. If the position of In-
spector General of Forests were filled,
then Mr. Richardson would have bhis
salatry reduced to £230 ;in the meantime
hie would receive the £300 he had been
getting for the past four or five years as
acting inspector. The Public Service
Commissioner in referring to the office
said :" This classification of £E230 is on
the assumption that an Inspector General
of Forests will be appointed." At the
present time Mr. Richardson was receiv-
iug a salary of £300.

Item-iS Forest Rangers £C2,330
-Mr. COLLIER : This vote showed an

incrense of £177. He desired to kniow
whether, as a result of a statement made
in a recent law case that several hundreds
of pounds bad beenl lost, owing to the lax
manner in which a certain forest ranger
had carried out his duties, the services of
that officer had been dispensed with. It
was evident that the system of collecting
timber royalties was a bad one.

The PREMIER : There was no in-
crease in the vote this year as compared
with the vote last year, but the increase
was £177 as compared with the expendi-
ture of last year. The reason for this
was that one officer had been away for
some time. With regard to the second
question of the hon. member as to the
ranger referred to in the Whit taker case,
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inquir-ies had been made, and it had been
reported by the head of the branch that,
although as strict an inspection as was
desired had not been mnade, still the
neglect was not sufficient to cause the
officer's services to be dispensed with.
It had been said that £600 had been lost
by the department. That was not so.
The Cr-own Law Department were now
making a claim on the parties concerned
with a view to recovering the amount
owinig.

Other items agreed to ; vote put and
passed.

Progr-ess reported, and leave given to
sit againl.

PAPERS PRESENT
By flee Premier :Papers

tions for Loans in conneeti
Stirling Estate.

BILL-POLICE FORCE
DA'flON).

Received fl-ont the Legisla
anid onl motion by f/he Pre
first time.

ADJOURNMEN
The House adjourned at

unltil the next day.

legislative flsetflV,
Thursday, 24th October, 1907.

Questions: Agricultural Railway Lands Resump-tio . . . . . 3
Cattle froam Tick Areas ... .. .. .. 3
overpayment of Subsidies to Municipalities 3
Railway Wood-liue. Cue........ .......Sewnagei Fiter-beds ........ .........
Sewearoge Scheme Inquiry .................
Agricu~ltural Information ad tbe renoe ... f

Motion: Sewage Filter-bed Drawings .
Bills Mt. Magnet-Black Ragse Railway, 2R. moved

Sale of Government Property, 2R. concluded,
Corn. repo,-ted..... -... ..

Estimates resumed; Treasury Votes and Items.
first to Audit passed

Discussion on Tender Board System .
fliascus a n Care of Aborigines

The SPEAKER took the Chair
4.30 o'clock pan.

Prayers.

?ED. QUESTION-AGRICULTURAL RAI]

on Applica-- WAY LANDS RESUMPTION.
on with the Mr. STONE asked the Premier: W

he consider tile advisability of resumil
all unimpr-ov-ed land within ten miles
new railway lines in agricultural districi

(CONSOLI- for the purposes of close settlement,
the Value of the said land prior to t

tiveCouni. conlstrulctionl of such railways?tiv Concl The PREMIER replied: Provision
mier read a made in all new Railway Bills that ha

been introduced for the resumuption
areas of not less than 1,00O acres, a]

T. ~ certain blocks are being inspected att
1'. present time. The clause referred

11.28 o'clogkc reads as follows-

"At any time after the passing
this Act, and until the expirationl
twelve mloniths from the publication
notice in the Government Gazette
dlaring the railway open for traffic,I
Governor may, with the object of e

couraging the cultivation and sett
meat of the land, compulsorily paurch.
any land in parcels of not less than o
thousand acres, each parcel beingt
property of one person or two or mc(
persons jointly or in common, a
situated within fifteen miles (on eitl
side of the linle of railway, and wi
land is certified by the Minister I
Lands as suitable for closer agriettltu
.settlement : Provided that no land shi
be emunpulsos-aly purchlased Itliil
Lan~d Purchase Board has fav(,uraI
reported theleon'"


